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The Cup 
By Mabel Earle 


LINDING the desert sunlight on scaur and sand- 
drift fell ; 
Hemmed in his cavern fastness the hero of Israel 
Sighed for a draught of water from Bethlehem’s ancient 
well. 


Yet when they brought and gave it, who loved him 
better than breath, 

Unto the Lord he poured it out—the bare brief record 
saith— 

Nor touched to his parching lips the cup wrung from 
the risk of death. 


Thou who lovest the story, stirred by the kingly deed, 

Hast thou the heart to follow where he and his com- 
rades lead, 

Crushing cowardice under foot, and making a mock of 
greed ? 


Le, the cup of our common life comes to thy lips to- 
day, : 

Bought with a brother’s blood and sweat—grim price 
the toilers pay— 

Is it a draught to be lightly quaffed, a bauble to fling 
away ? 


Coals of the fire that warms thee, when thy hearth is 
bright with mirth, 

What of the men who mined them, down in the depths 
of earth ? 

The deadly damp, and the caving wall,—these, are 
they nothing worth ? 


Iron of the truss and girder, steel of the sky-built 
frame,— 

What of the hands that wrought them, where the fur- 
nace cauldrons flame, 

The daily risk and the dulling toil, body and soul to 
maim ? 


Fruit of the golden tropics, fish of the northern seas, 

What of the storm and sun they faced, who brought 
the gift of these ? ‘ 

Death by fever, and venom, and heat; death where 
the salt sails freeze. 


What of the men who toil aloft in the thick-meshed 
wires, and toss 

Their lives for a counter, lose or win, where the light- 
ning currents cross ? 

Theirs the peril, and thine the gain; is it a thing of 
dross ? 


Journeying forth from home at night, lulled to rest in 
thy bed, 

Hast thou a thought of one who wakes in the dim-lit 
cab ahead, 

Hand on throttle, and eyes on rail, fending death in 
thy stead ? 


Hast thou a thought of all the host who march unseen 
at thy side, 

They who have wrought since the dawn of time, they 
who have livéd and died 

That for thy body and brain and soul good might be 
multiplied ? 


Lo, the life they have won for thee! Is it a thing to 
waste ? 

A cup to drain in the pride of self, eager with greed 
and haste, 

As a child might ruin a precious thing, in his clutch- 
ing hands defaced ? 


Nay, but as he of the ancient tale soiemnly sacrificed 
The draught which his fevered lips had craved, and 
his comrades’ risk had priced, 
Take thou the cup of thy brothers’ gift, and offer it up 
to Christ. 
Omana, Nes, 


The Sin of Postponed Duties 

Deferred duties usually mean neglected duties. 
In this field, accumulation is the enemy of accom- 
plishment. Accumulated dividends may be a very 
good thing, but they are never earned by allowing 
unfinished tasks to pile up on us. When we have to 
admit that there are a score of duties that have been 
awaiting our attention for days or weeks or months, 
and that ought to have had our attention long ago, we 
may at the same time safely admit that something is 
wrong with our plan of life. The whole trouble 
probably lies in our not doing to-day what we ought 
to do to-day ; and that results from two sins: misus- 
ing some of our time, and wasting some of our time. 
The right selection of our tasks, and then intense con- 


‘centration on our tasks, will put a stop to the fatal ac- 


cumulation. No one has any right to stagger along 
under the burden of unfinished tasks that ought long 
ago to have been put out of the way. 


XK 
Failure that Cannot Defeat 


Failure is a sickening thing, but we have no 
right to let it be a. signal for giving up. The man 
who fails because of his failures has surrendered in a 
fight that God meant to have him win. ‘There is 
no man who has won a perfect victory,’’ says Speer. 
*« Men are not divided into two classes—the men who 
fail and the men who succeed. Every man is in the 
failing class. Men are simply divided into different 
groups according to the attitude they take toward 
their failures." The men who fail and conquer are 
they who refuse to let their failures speak the last 
word. The men who fail and go to pieces are they 
who think that failure cannot be overcome. God is 
close to the man who has just failed. If ever Christ 
offers his human-divine sympathy, and fellowship, 
and forgiveness, and power to try again, it is at the 
moment when one has seemingly lost everything in 


defeat by sin. Then comes the real test of Christ's 
power over sin ; and the real test of the conquered 
sinner’ s still confident faith in Christ. A lifetime of 
failures is not enough to get the better of one who still 
rises to his feet in the determination to keep on fight- 
ing. Such a fight can never meet with final defeat. 


x 
Not Final 


It is not always wise to say all that one thinks, 
There are themes and occasions that require even 
cryptic speech; ‘‘I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now.’’ Chess problems 
with answers reserved are not the only legitimate 
stimuli to acute inquiry. The wise teacher often 
leaves his pupils unsatisfied but eager; he has given 
them something to think about—and think out. 
The sage pastor will in his sermons sometimes whet 
the appetite instead of satisfying it. The Master often 
did this. Theeditorial that exhausts its subject is apt to 
exhaust its readers also, perhaps repel them. It is 
better to set others’ wits at work than to stuff them with 
predigested conclusions. For truth there is always a. 
to-morrow, and its to-day should not be greedy. 


x 


The Coming of the Impossibilities 


Our highest expectation of God's blessings falls 
far short of what God really intends to do for us. Dr. 
Mackie writes from Beyrout, about the wonderful 
political changes in that land: ‘‘It has made us all 
feel what a wise and dutiful thing it is to be strong in 
faith and fervent in hope, for these things have been 
more than any of us considered possible.’' Of course 
they have. God's plans for us are always better than 
anything that we consider possible. Is it not well to 
think of this as we face our seemingly too heavy re- 
sponsibilities in His work ? 
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The Contagion of Life 


ORDS, though never so wise and apt, are pow- 
erless to produce moral change. As vehicles 
of the Spirit, words gather power from the 

personality of the men who utter them, and from the 
behavior of the people whose lives reveal their mean- 
ing. Words dislocated from human life are impo- 
tent; else might they be shot at men like bullets from 
a gun. Something like this is often tried, but never 
effectively. But lives often prove effective even when 
hemmed in by silence. 

Some seventy years ago a brilliant young lawyer 
in an inland community of New York, long a vexation 
to the pastor because known to be the central force 
in a nest of youthful scoffers on the borders of his 
congregation, at length unexpectedly asked admission 
to the church, and gave evidence of sincere piety. 
After satisfactory ‘‘examination,"’ the pastor asked to 
which of his own sermons the convert attributed his 
conversion. ‘‘To none,’’ was the gentle reply, ‘‘ but 
to the life of your church janitor."’ 

The instance is typical, not exceptional. Fully 
two hundred thousand sermons are preached in 
America each week, but records of conversion under 
these are scant, Evangelistic results, almost without 
exception, are won in after-meetings, and seldom 
prove traceable to even the most apt and forcible 
appeals from pulpit or platform. These appeals, and 
indeed all the-better class of sermons, may operate 
with great force on Christians present, and set them 
at work ; it is then that tangible results among the 
impenitent begin to appear. The revivalist’ s- words, 
as a rule, reach the ungodly only by filtering through 
the lives of the.godly.. -Each human heart. awaits the 
mysterious, compelling touch of. kindred life. 


In rare instances the preacher is permitted so to 
charge his message with personal experience as to 
reach effectively one here and another there in his 
audience with something of the intimacy of a private 
interview ; but the mere nerve-cost of such a feat is 
tremendous, and these semi-miraculous leaps over 
obstacles to contact of ‘‘man with man’’ have little 
to do with the normal and divine method of winning 
souls, From the death of sin men are called to life 
by the Spirit of God through the electric touch of 
personality, not often by the thing called oratory even 
at its highest power, even though vitalized to the utmost 
degree by the spiritual attainments and attitude of the 
speaker and the specific ministry of the Holy Spirit 
therein. 

By what sermon was the thief on the cross con- 
verted? Or the Philippian jailer? Who cannot see 
that personality was the agency God here used, and 
that the law of ‘‘conversion’’ was thus indicated ? 
The apparent exception of the church’s unique experi- 
ence at Pentecost, when studied, only goes to illus- 
trate and confirm the rule. Preparation had long 
been in process for this evangelistic climax, and its 
conditions were highly charged with personality. 
These people had been trainéd in Scripture, and 
habituated to right living in their homes and com- 
munities ; doubtless many of them had been living 
godly lives ‘‘ according to their light.’ Such were at 
this juncture merely brought to focus their gaze on 
Jesus as the long expected Messiah. Moreover most 
of them, if not all, must have previously experienced 
and still have been feeling the spell of his Person. 
Nor is the record complete without the implication of 
much ‘* personal work” by numbers of the one hun- 
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dred and twenty disciples during and immediately 
after Peter's greatsermon, Our leading evangelists are 
invariably men of very strong (and usually extremely 
engaging) personality. But even this personality 
operates, for the purposes of ‘‘conversion,’’ chiefly 
through the personalities of choice workers in closer 
touch with men, one by one, ’‘‘ man to man."’ 

It is well known that missionaries to pagans have 
to wait long for their first converts. Their earlier 
proclamations of even the story of the cross seem to 
produce no effect, save in extremely rare instances. 
‘In China, Morrison worked seven years before he had 
one convert, twenty-eight years more before he had 
six. But when these same people have through a 
series of years seen and felt Christianity illustrated 
in the daily life of individuals and families, in the 
unselfish service of medical ministries, and through 
the insistent presence in their midst of a complete 
Christian civilization in miniature, then converts begin 
to arrive in constantly increasing numbers. One 
hundred years after Morrison began, China enrolled 
one hundred and eighty thousand living Christians, 

Salvation involves character, and character is ex- 
ceedingly complex. The human spirit is in touch 
with the world at every pore of its being, and in- 
fluences shaping character press in upon it through 
every aperture, Not until Christianity comes into 
vital touch with men, impressing their sensibilities, 
their judgment, the imagination as well as the con- 
science, with power accumulating day after day for a 
considerable period, does the assault of truth effect an 
entrance and give it possession. 

Words as the carrier of God's message are heavily 
handicapped. Words are not instruments of precision, 
Their history has too heavily charged them with un- 
assorted and pregnant meanings for that. ‘‘ Home"’ 
means one thing to a ‘‘wharf rat,’’ another to the 
son of a millionaire, still another to the farmer lad ; 
and there are languages with no word for home—be- 
cause behind those languages there is no experience 
answering to a home. To many a child “ father"’ 
means little more than a hated tyrant. There are 
still thousands of Christians to whom the phrase 
‘‘ bearing the cross’’ suggests merely the perfunctory 
act of speaking or leading in prayer in some gathering 
for worship ; and there is valuable history hidden be- 
hind this rather barren use of a strong phrase. Words 
are the product of man’s blundering efforts after self- 
expression. The tortures of a million lives are re- 
flected here. Who knows the deeps of his own being? 
Who has not sometimes cringed before the rigors of 
the task of self-expression? Who has never been 
disheartened by finding himself fatally misunderstood ? 
‘What tragedies of doctrinal debate and schisms of the 
church have resulted from men’s inability to agree on 
the meaning of. even the marvelously plain and well 
chosen words of Holy Writ! Much more do the best 
sermons fall short of exact conveyance of truth. 

Moreover, the diverse and often scant vocabularies 
of various hearers bar them from clear apprehension 
of the speaker's meaning. A clergyman once re- 
marked—and this in private conversation and in reply 
to kind inquiry from a devout woman.neighbor—that 
his wife was a semi-invalid. Events proved that this 
woman, though rather well versed in Scripture, did 
not possess the word ‘‘invalid’’ in her vocabulary ; 
years afterward he learned that she had all this while 
been secretly compassionating him on being the hus- 
band of an ‘‘infidel’’ wife, and only a tardy personal 
acquaintanceship removed the false impression. She 
belonged to a class that rather relish the use of the 
word ‘*infidel,’’ while he as distinctly shrank from it. 
The mental bias of speaker and hearer usually differs 
thus disastrously, at some point or points in the use 
of words, 

It is lives that speak unmistakably, not words. It 
is not easy to mistake the meaning of a loving, unsel- 
fish act ; and the effect of a life consistently and de- 
voutly given to such acts tells a tale that in the end 
cannot be misunderstood, nor fail to convey the true 
impression of the gospel. One's life, so lived, appeals 
to the entire being of one’s comrades, —to the feelings, 
the imagination, the judgment, the conscience, even 
the wiil, and thus makes simultaneous, incessant, and 
ultimately resistless assault on every gateway of the 
soul. Whence, surrender ! 

A zealous and jovial Sunday-school missionary re- 
ports that one day, when passing through a wood, he 
came upon a bashful little lad seated on a log, sat 
down by him, and after some unsuccessful efforts to 
engage him in conversation on everyday topics told 
the lad he was hoping to organize a Sunday-school at 
a near-by schoolhouse the following Sunday. The 
boy had kept edging away, half turning his back. 
Then came the missionary's question : 

** Won't you come ?’’ 
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‘*Naw!"’ : 

The missionary thought a moment, drew a Sunday- 
school paper from his pocket, recited a story or two 
from its pages, and then said : 

‘* We are going to distribute papers like this. Mow 
won't you come ?”* 

‘*Naw!"’ 

Then he showed the pictures in the paper, the boy 
barely glancing at each one and then edging farther 
away; the missionary promised other papers with 
just such pictures in them, and again asked : 

‘Now, won't you come?’’ 

‘“*Naw!"’ 

The true worker is not easily discouraged, and well 
knows that the difficult path to the heart of a child 
must be sought with persistent and gentle care, and 
that to win one such child is worth all it costs. This 
missionary bethought himself of another device. He 
was a singer ; he sang a song, and then another, and 
then once more he plied the lad: 

‘«We are going to have singing like this. 
you will come, won't you ?"’ 

‘*Naw!”’ 

Utterly baffled, the missionary soon rose and de- 
jectedly marched away. Relieved of the oppression 
of a stranger's immediate presence, the timid little 
fellow came out of his shell, and presently the re- 
treating missionary heard his piping voice cry out : 

*«Say, will you be there ?’’ 

«¢ Yes 1"* 

“Then 7 Zcome!"’ 


Now 


«Shall you be there, O Master ?—Then, we come !"’ 
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Is. Lavish: Giving Dangerous ? 

The man who is afraid he is giving too much to 
the Lord’s work .is not yet in the majority ; but the 
problem of how to give wisely is by no means an un- 
common one. A Rhode Island reader is in doubt as 
to his duty here, and states his interesting case as 
follows : 


During the last twenty-five years I have spent several hun- 
dred dollars, besides time, in supplying needed articles for 
our little church and Sunday-school, for which there was no 
provision otherwise, and which have gone unheralded and un- 
recorded. ‘Ihis in addition to my regular weekly contribu- 
tion. 

I have been very mercifully dealt with by the Lord, and feel 
that no service I can render is too great; my delight would 
be to bestow largely upon the needy ones of earth, —the Italian 
earthquake sufferers, for instance,—without my name being 
known ; “ not letting my left hand know what my right hand 
doeth."’ But sickness, education of my three boys, and great 
depreciation of property values, leave me very much hampered 
financially. 

Another member of our church has lately done much more 
than I have in this way. I believe many others do much 
likewise in other churches, schools, and other kindred organi- 
zations. 

Now my question is this: Is this right? Am I putting 
forth my hand to the ark of God, lest it shake? Does this 
give our church-members the idea that what they do for the 
support of the church is sufficient, when it is not? Is. there a 
kind of deception in our treasurer's report of the expenses of 
our church? Would it be better to have each need. of the 
church known to all the members, and trust God to take care 
of his vineyard ? 

No one who is taking proper care of those relatives 
or dependents for whom he is responsible need fear giv- 
ing too lavishly tothe Lord. But there is such a thing 
as giving in a way that relieves or deprives others of 
their duty and privilege in giving ; and this possible 
mistake is evidently what concerns this thoughtful 
benefactor. The members of any church that pur- 
ports to be self-sustaining ought to know the truth as 
to the expenses of their church-maintenance. And 
every one ought to have the privilege of contributing 
toward that maintenance to the limit of his rightful 
share. This does not mean that a well-to-do member 
may not properly give much more than some other 
members. But if the large-giver believes: that his 
gifts are hurting the church by checking smaller gifts 
that ought to be made, he may do as is often done : 
condition his giving a specified amount on the con- 
gregation’s also giving a specified amount. This may 
have the disadvantage of his gifts being known ; but 
it would be a pity to let the desire for complete 
anonymity hinder the cultivation of the spirit of giv- 
ing in the church as a whole. 

On the other hand, it is perfectly possible and 
proper for one to make gifts to a church, furnishing 
things here and there that would otherwise not be 


‘provided at all, without such gifts being formally ac- 


counted. for. Doubtless every church benefits by 


FEBRUARY 6, 1909 


more or less unknown giving of this sort. But this 
giving should not defray such a large part of the run- 
ning expenses that the congregation is actually misled 
as to the cost of maintenance. It does not seem 
probable that ‘‘ several hundred dollars’’ distributed 
through twenty-five years would result in serious mis- 
leading of this sort. To ‘‘ sow with a prodigal hand,'’ 
as a prominent Christian leader put it the other day, 
is a safer principle of administering our time and our 
money in the Lord's service than to be fearful lest our 
zeal is robbing others of their privilege. Zeal and 
generosity are more likely to breed zeal and generosity 
than to stunt them. 
at 


The Temptations of Jesus 

One of the most comforting thoughts in all our 
knowledge of the earthly life of the Son of God is 
that his experiences had so much in common with 
ours that he can sympathize with us at every point of 
our need. And in no experience of life do we need 
to be more sure of Christ's sympathy than in our 
temptations to sin. If we had to -feel that in that 
realm we could expect no sympathy from our Saviour, 
the outlook would be a desolate one for us all, But 
an IHinois reader wants to know how far we are to 
understand that Christ's experiences in temptation 
went. - He says: ’ 

I write to know what is the best interpretation of Hebrews 
4:15: ‘‘ For we have nota high priest that cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but one that hath been in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Are we to 
understand that there was no sin in the whole calendar of sins 
that he was not tempted to commit? Or are we simply to 
understand that, being in the flesh, he was liable to be tempted 
by any sin that we might be tempted by ?”’ " 

The text does not say that there is-no sin that Jesus 
was not tempted to commit; and the record of his 
life does not imply it. Why, then, should we need- 
lessly imagine that it could be so? The text does 
suggest that every c/ass of sin at one time or another 
sought to gain entrance into Christ's life, and that he 
was tempted thereby. For example, we know enough 
about his iife to be convinced that, having taken upon 
himself the complete human nature of a man, he must 
have been under pressure at one time or another dur- 
ing the stress of his crowded life to yield to the sin of 
ambition, or doubt, or resentment, or hatred, or fear, or 


- presumption, or disluyalty to the Father; or dishonesty 


toward those who trusted him, of ‘anyone of a score 
of other great classes of sin, as well as subtler, more 
refined temptations that no other man has ever known 
but Jesus himself. It is not necessary to believe that 
gross sin of any sort could have attracted or tempted 
Christ ; but that these various classes'of sin made their 
inviting appeal to him in one guise or another would 
seem to be beyond treasonable doubt. And we may 
be sure that he had harder temptations to fight than 
any human being has ever had or ever will have. . The 
powers of darkness never hurled themselves against 
any other man as they did against this One who was 
their undoing and who will be their annihilation. 
There is comfort in that truth for sinners of every sort 
and in all ages. 
oe 


The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A. 
February 15 to 21 


Mon.—Eternal God, let the passing moments only reveal to 
me thy manifold works of grace. Let me not fear the flight of 
time. Let me rather seize each moment eagerly and fill it with 
holy service. Let the days be full of joy because they are 
bound together in sacrifice. 

TUES.—Almighty God, let me realize the intimacy of thy 
love in my life to-day. Let the inspiration of thy grace make 
me strong and confident. Let me move in the common way 
as one of the friends of the Lord. ' 

WED.—My Father God, thou hast given me a day which is 
yet without stain. Wilt thou save it from defilement? Let its 
record be one of nobility, and tenderness, and grace. Let the 
history I shall write to-day be worthy of the Book of Life. 

THURS.—Gracious Father, I thank thee for the manifold 
ministry of thy love. ‘Thou dost suit thy gift to the changing 
seasons. Fill my present season with seasonable fruit. Wher- 
ever I am, let me pluck from my branches the gracious fruits 
of the Spirit. 

FRI.—Holy Father, I -pray that I may never lose sight of 
the great White Throne. Save me from sleeping the sleep of 
the indolent. Let me be always awake to my wonderful pos- 
sibilities in Christ. 

SaT.—Almighty God, thou canst give me victories through 
thy grace. Let-my battlefield to-day resound with triumph. 
Let the song of jubilation never be silent.- Let me return to 
thee in the evening bringing my spoils with. me. 

SuN.—Heavenly Father, wilt thou make me more inventive 
in the cause of thy Kingdom? _ Give me new methods of min- 
istry, new ways of rendering thee service. Let me use tact and 
discretion, and let me find many approacliés to the heart of 
my fellow-men. Make me a successful winner of souls. 
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‘L-BSSON FOR’ FEBRUARY 21 (Acts 6:1 to 8: 3) 


EWISH unbelief is a problem that needs to be 
set in a wide context. It affects our judgment 
on the Jews in the past, and it bears on the con- 

tinued unbelief of the Jews of to-day. Why do the 
Jews not yet believe? ‘ 

Weare apt to feel as if there were something in this 
unbelief Jecudiar to the Jews,—as if they were a peo- 
ple of quite exceptional hardness of heart and:perver- 
sity of will. It is well to take up no Pharisaic attitude 
in this respect, Jewish unbelief is a peculiar case ; 
but only because the Jews were placed in a peculiar 
position, and had peculiar responsibilities arising from 
that position, which brought out the good and evil of 
their characters in circumstances that no other nation 
had to face. ‘The principles to which Jesus attributes 
the unbelief of the Jews are just the principles which 
operate in godiess hearts to-day, ‘I know you, that 
ye have not the love of God in yourselves'’ (John 5 : 
42). ‘* How can ye believe, who receive glory one of 
another, and the glory that cometh from the only God 
ye seek not’’ (John 5 : 44). Read what is said of the 
formalism, hypocrisy, ostentation, greed, of the Phari- 
sees and Scribes in the Sermon on the Mount, and 
the great denunciation in Matthew 23. How much 
of all this can be paraileled in the history of the 
Christian Church and in modern society? Do the 
Jews alone disbelieve ? 

Why did the Gentiles not believe? Did the Greeks 
and the Romans believe in Christ? Did the philoso- 
phers, the emperors, the men of letters, the rhetoricans, 
the educated, the cultured, the official classes, of the 
Gentile world, believe? There were illustrious excep- 
tions ; but what of these classes—or, indeed, of the 
masses of the people—as a whole? Was Paul better 
received by the Athenians than in the Synagogues? 
If the cross was to the Jews a ‘‘stumbling-block,"’ 
was it not to the Gentiles ‘‘foolishness’’ ? (1 Cor. 
1:: 23.) The environment.-of Jews and Gentiles 
was very different, and their unbelief took different 
shapes. But were the moral causes at the bottom 
of it not essentially the same? 

In truth, has belief ever been easy to the natural 
heart of man? Is it easy to-day? Do the multitudes 
not still throng the ‘‘broad’’ road of pleasure, of 
worldliness, of ambition, of gain, while those who enter 
in at ‘‘the strait gate’’ are ‘‘few’’? If Christ came 
to London or New York to-day, would he find the 
masses of the people more ready to receive him than 
they were in Galilee or Judea? It may be doubted. 

ee 

There is this other thing to be said to set the ques- 
tion in its right light The Jews did not a disbe- 
lieve. If Christ’s collision with the ruling classes 
brought him to a cross, the good seed of the word of 
the kingdom which he sowed did not all fall on bar- 
ren soil. ‘*The common people heard him gladly"’ 
(Mark 12: 37). There were those who went from the 
crucifixion itself beating their breasts (Luke 23 : 48). 
Where did Jesus find his apostles, —a Peter, a James, 
a John, a Matthew, an Andrew, a Philip, a Nathan- 
ael? There was a large believing community at 
Jerusalem. What an asset to the Christian faith and 
to the Gentile world was Saul of Tarsus! A few con- 
versions of men like these, with their decisive effects 
on history, outweigh the unbelief of very many others. 
Paul, like Jesus himself, was rejected by the body of 
his countrymen, but never wholly. The experience at 
Rome was the common one: ‘‘Some believed the 
things which were spoken, and some disbelieved’’ 
(Acts 28 : 24). Modern times bear the same testi- 
mony. Some of the greatest scholars and noblest 
teachers in the church have been of Jewish descent. 
It is thus apparent that there is no inherent inaptitude 
in the Jewish mind to receive the truth as it is in 
Jesus. When the truth does enter and exerts its 
power in such minds, the result has a grandeur that 
reminds of the Hebrew prophets, or the fervor and 
devotion of a Paul. 

Still it is the case that the Jews as a nation re- 
jected Jesus, and continue to this day the inveterate 
enemies of his gospel. ‘A veil lieth upon their 
heart’’. (2 Cor. 3:15). What is the explanation? 
Had the question been only, or specially, about mod- 
ern unbelief, a not unnatural reason might have been 
sought in the infamous treatment the Jewish .people 
have received, through a long succession of centuries, 
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Why the Jews Would Not Believe 


By Professor James Orr, D.D. 


If any people in all the earth ought to believe in the 
greatest Jew in history, Jesus Christ, those people are 
the Jews. Why do they not? Why did Stephen's 
masterly sermon, based wholly on their own his- 
tory, fail to win them? Why have nineteen centu- 
ties of Christian conquest left them unconquered ? 





at the hands of Christian nations. Nothing more 
horrible is on record in history than the barbarities, 
cruelties, oppressions, massacres, to which the Jews 
have been subjected, in every country in Europe, by 
peoples who invoked Christianity as sanction for their 
acts. How could they cherish in their hearts any- 
thing but a fierce hate of the religion that cursed and 
persecuted them? Is it wonderful that they cursed 
in return? What was there in Christianity, as they 
saw it, to win their love or faith? No light share of 
responsibility rests on so-called Christian nations for 
the continued obduracy of the Jews. 

The unbelief of the Jews, however, is not a new 
thing, but goes back, as the Bible abundantly shows, 
to the beginning of their history. The reproach con- 
stantly brought against them is that from the days of 
Moses they had been a stiff-necked, rebellious peo- 
ple (comp. Rom. 10:21). They rejected and slew 
their prophets (Matt. 23 : 30, 31). Their treatment of 
Jesus and his apostles was only the filling up of the 
measure of their fathers (v. 32). ‘* Ye denied the Holy 
and Righteous One,'’ said Peter, ‘‘and asked for a 
murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince 
of life’’ (Acts 3: 14, 15). To this attitude: of rejec- 
tion the Jews have since adhered, thus binding upon 
themselves.the deeds of their fathers. There is an 
awfulness and persistence of unbelief here which de- 
mands special causes to explain it. Its peculiar char- 
acter and intensity speak to moral causes which admit 
of being traced. They will be found to connect them- 
selves with the very things that give the nation its 
distinction and glory. 


a 

1. Something, perhaps a good deal, may be set 
down to racial character. The corruption of the 
best is the worst, and so it was with the Jewish peo- 
ple. This people was of no ordinary stock. It 
sprang from a seed of promise, was carefully tended 
and selected by the divine hand, was disciplined and 
molded for the express end of being a people of rev- 
elation. It had, therefore, qualities of depth, strength, 
tenacity, endurance, which are without parallel in 
other nations. This force of character among the 


» Jews,—their distinctive and indomitable superiority 


among other races, their tenacity and persistence, — 
are noticed by every writer ; are, indeed, forced on 
our notice by their position in the world to-day. 

Only in a people of this character could the seed 
of revelation be planted with hope of growth, nurture, 
and success ; but it is obvious that the same qualities 
would give to unbelief, where it entered, a phenome- 
nal intensity, virulence, and force. It was, even in 
the best of times, only a fraction of the people that 
could be kept true to the high ideals of their faith ; 
latterly, it was only a ‘‘remnant’’ that Jehovah could 
claim for his own (Isa. 1:9; 6: 11-13; 8: 13-18, 
etc.). This sufficed to preserve the holy succession 
till Christ came ; but what terrific energy of unbelief, 
ungodliness, idolatry, and sin is witnessed in the 
mass of the people! Israel was a people in whom, 
for the end of its calling, the religious instinct was 
strong ; hence the plunge it took into grossest idola- 
try whenever it departed from God. It was a people 
that clung to the course it had chosen with unbending 
tenacity ; hence its obstinacy and refusal to listen to 
warning and entreaty. It was a people of intense 
passion ; hence the energy of hate, as well as of 
patriotism and love, of which it was capable. These 
things surely help to explain the peculiar character of 
its unbelief in the days of Jesus and his apostles and 
since. The exile, indeed, weaned the nation from 
idolatry, but it was only to find for it a new object of 
attachment in the law. . To this it .became wedded 
with a zeal that verged on fanaticism. Legalism 
took the place of piety; the letter thrust out the 
Spirit; tradition overgrew ‘God's -commandment ; 


while _ pride, .. self-righteousness, . covetousness,. sinful 
Austs, reigned unchecked in. the hearts. . How could 
aught ensue but unbelief ? 


. 75° 


2. It was not racial character only, however, but 
the peculiar Josition and privileges of this people in 
the history of revelation, which gave an exceptional 
intensity to their unbelief. It has just been said that 
it was the very genius of the Jews that made them 
capable of being what they were; their religious fac- 
ulty, tenacity, fanatical zeal, etc., that made their 
unbelief so virulent. It has now to be added that the 
same effect followed from the height and grandeur of 
the privileges which belonged to them as a people 
favored. by God with his special revelations, laws, and 
institutions, . ‘‘ Whose,‘’ says Paul, ‘‘is the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giv- 
ing of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom is 
Christ as concerning the flesh'’ (Rom. 9: 4, 5). This 
was the glory of the nation ; but it entailed also vaster 
responsibilities than those under which any other 
nation was laid, and created the possibility of a more 
awful guilt. Their privileges raised them to heights 
from which the fall was more terrible. These placed 
them in a position which evoked the good and evil 
of their characters in the acutest form. 

Their failure under this moral test is the tragedy of 
the Jewish race. Their privileges became the very 
occasion of their downfall. The law which was or- 
dained unto life, became to them death (Rom. 7 : 10). 
On the ground of their descent from Abraham was 
develuped pride of ancestry (Matt. 3 : 9); from their 
possession and punctilious observance of the law and 
of the traditions they had heaped upon it was devel- 
oped an obnoxious self-righteousness ; on their dis- 
tinction as the chosen race was engrafted contempt 
and hate of other peoples. Every spiritual principle 
antagonistic to ‘‘ pure and undefiled religion’’ as the 
prophets and Jesus preached it was fostered in their 
natures. Here again could aught but unbelief ensue? 
Do not let us who have not been placed in a like 
position too severely blame them. In their circum- 
stances—under their temptations— would we have 
been better? Do not exactly similar sins sometimes 
develop through our possession of our Christian priv- 
ileges? Yet, natural as the unbelief was, it was none 
the less without excuse. It entailed heinous guilt, 
and brought down upon the nation the heavy judg- 
ments of God. Paul enumerates the privileges he 
had once boasted as a Pharisee (Phil. 3:5, 6). But 
he does not suggest that the unbelief these engendered 
was one whit more excusable on their account. 

# 

3. The culminating factor in the development of 
the unbelief of the Jews was the appearance of Christ 
himself. The people had privileges given to them 
which no other nation on earth enjoyed. Now they 
were placed in the most critical position conceivable 
in having the Son of God himself in their midst, 
and being compelled for good or“evil to decide upon 
his claims. Would they accept or reject Him? There 
was no evading the acute crisis which this forced upon 
them. Christ was ‘‘set for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel; and for a sign which is spoken 
against’’ (Luke 2 : 34). If Israel's unbelief was ex- 
ceptional, let it be still remembered that its position 
also was exceptional. The moral issues were none 
the less terrible. ‘He that falleth on this stone,"’ 
said Jesus, ‘* shall be broken to pieces : but on whom- 
soever it shall fall, it will scatter him as dust’’ (Matt. 
21:44). But, again, in their existing moral state, 
was anything possible to the bulk of the Jewish nation 
but rejection of Jesus? With dreams of a political 
Messiah, could they accept a Christ who stood for the 
opposite of everything they hoped for or desired? Is 
it easy for any people to give its adhesion to teach- 
ing which runs athwart its most cherished ideals, and 
means revolution of its.every religious conception ? 
Under this supremely high test the Jews failed, and 
by their failure sealed their ruin. It was not that 
Jesus did not give amplest evidence to spiritual minds 
of the truth of his Messianic claims. The light shone 
only too clearly ; but men did not love it, and chose 
the darkness instead. Thus were their eyes blinded, 
and their hearts hardened; and, by God's just de- 
cree, shall remain so. ‘‘till the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in ; and so all Israel shall be saved"’ (Rom. 
11: 25, 26),. ‘* Be not highminded, but fear’’ (11: 20). 

Gtascow, ScoTLanp. 
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The Foretold Christ 


What had the Old Testament done to foretell and describe the ‘Messiah? Are 
we right in fitting the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament to Jesus Christ? 














By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 











T IS often said that the writers of the 

Old Testament predict the coming of a 

Person, whom they call the Anointed 

one, the Messiah, the Christ. This is 

just as true as it is that the earth is round, 

like a ball or an orange. Each of these 

statements gives the important part of a truth, and 
gives it correctly. But if any one should infer that all 
oranges are oblate spheroids, or that the inequalities 
of the earth's surface correspond to those of an orange, 


that would show that he had missed the point. Qne: 


might similarly have wrong idéas of the’statement that 
the Christ was foretold by the prophets. © 

Promise is prediction, but differs from other 
forms of prediction. Have you the idea that the 
prophets habitually published disconnected bits of 
information concerning the future ; and that when we 
compare these bits of information with what we know 
concerning Jesus we find them fitting together in a 
consistent whole; and that this accredits the divine 
mission of both the prophets and Jesus? I think 
that this is an essentially correct statement of certain 
parts of the truth, but it is an incomplete statement ; 
and its incompleteness renders it complicated, and 
leaves it open to attack, 

The New Testament statement of the case is both 
simpler and more complete. With Paul the phrase 
‘¢what the prophets and Moses did say should come" 
is equivalent to the phrase ‘‘ the promise made of God 
unto our fathers'’ (Acts 26: 22, 6). The utterances 
of the prophets concerning the future were the uttering 
and reiterating and illustrating and unfolding of the 
Promise that God. had made, with the practical appli- 
cation of this to the men of their times, 


Who Was Jehovah’s Anointed ? 

The prophetic teaching. of the doctrine of the 
Promise appears in the declaration that the seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent’ s head (Gen. 3: 15), 
and elsewhere in the record of the times before Abra- 
ham, but the emphasized beginning of it is in con- 
nection with the call of Abraham. Abraham is con- 
stituted the father of the multitude of the nations 
(Gen. 17 : 4-5; Rom. 4: eth in whom all mankind 
are to be blessed) To accomplish this he is to be the 
father, that is, the ancestral head, of a specific group 
of nations and of a line of kings, and is to possess 
Canaan and to have other specified advantages (Gen. 
17 : 6 ff. and many other passages), For the time of 
the exodus this promise is renewed, with much re- 
iteration, to the descendants of Abraham. Israel is 
declared to be Jehovah's ‘‘son’’ (Exod. 4 : 22-23, 
etc.). Jehovah says to Israel : 

‘¢ For mine is all the earth, 
While ye yourselves shall be mine— 
A kingdom of priests and an holy nation’’ (Exod. 19: 
5 6, comp. Rev. 1 : 6, etc.). 
The Promise is again emphasized in the time of 
David, David and his descendants being made promi- 
nent in it. 

The conception of Jehovah's ‘‘son,’’ appearing in 
the records of the exodus, becomes very prominent in 
the records of the time of David, and later. The 
conception of a kingdom and a line of kings, touched 
upon in the record concerning Abraham, also be- 
comes prominent in the records of the time of David 
and later. Entirely different from the way of think- 
ing in which Jehovah is the emperor of the universe, 
with his throne in the heavens, there emerges a way 
of thinking in which Jehovah is represented as having 
a kingdom, a throne, on the earth. Saul and David 
and David's descendants are often spoken of under 
the title of regent, viceroy ; being thought of as repre- 
senting Jehovah in this earth-kingdom; but the men of 
the line of David oftener bear directly the title of king. 

It is in this connection: that the word Messiah, 
‘‘anointed,’* becomes significant. A king was 
anointed in token that Jehovah made him king. 
Saul was Jehovah's Anointed. David and his royal 
descendants were each Jehovah's Anointed. The 
Anointed one is the man who reigns in Jehovah's 
earth-kingdom. A few times the adjective is used of 
the high priest. Once it is used of Cyrus, and once 
indirectly of Abraham (Isa. 45 : 1; Psa. 105 : 15, re- 
peated in 1 Chron. 16:22). But it commonly de- 
notes the reigning person of the line of David. 


== 


Side by side with this conception of the house of 
David as Jehovah's son, Jehovah's Anointed, the in- 
heritor of the Promise, the prophets maintained the 
conception of Israel as Jehovah's son, Jehovah's 
Servant, the inheritor of the Promise. They do not 
think of what they say concerning the house of David 
as in contradiction with what they say concerning 
Israel, In their thought the interests of David and of 
Jehovah's people are interests in common. 
they magnify, in their Messianic teaching, is not the 
idea of a coming person, but. this Promise that Jeho-: 
vah ‘has ‘made to Israeland to David. 

Does it follow that Christendom has been mistaken 
in saying that Jesus Christ was foretold by the proph- 
ets? Must we say that when they spoke of the 
Anointed one they meant the reigning king of Judah, 
and not Jesus Christ? Must we say that the Servant, 
despised and rejected of men, but none the less God's 
appointed judge of the nations. (Isa. 53; 42: 1-4), is 
the people Israel, and not Jesus Christ? Must we 
take the ground that the many passages which the 
New Testament and we are accustomed to quote as 
predictions of Jesus Christ are so only in an indirect 
way, and by accommodation ? 


A Promise that Never Ceases 

No, these consequences do not follow. In proof 
of this one might cite a large mass of: evidence, ' but 
two or three considerations must suffice. 

The prophets everywhere speak of the Promise as 
eternally operative. From the time of Abraham on 
they emphasize this. (For example, Gen. 13:15; 17: 
7, 8, 13, 19; Exod, 31:16, 17; dozens of other 
places in the Pentateuch ; 2 Sam. 7 : 16, 26, 27, 29; 
hundreds of other places.) This is significant. A 
promise that will never cease being fulfilled stands on 
a different footing from one of brief limits of time. 

Any devout, thoughtful retainer of Abraham believed 
that Jehovah had covenanted that all mankind should 
be blessed in Abraham's seed, and that the covenant 
was for eternity. He believed that Jehovah fulfilled 
this covenant promise in giving Isaac to Abraham. 
But he did not think of this as the close of the fulfil- 
ment. He thought that Jehovah would keep on ful- 
filling his word, without limit of time. . -If the question 
had been asked him he would have said that the ful- 
filment would still be in progress nineteen hundred 
years in the future, in the: promised land. We have 
no means of knowing that he thought that it would 
take the form of a person named Jesus traversing the 
land, healing and teaching and at length dying and 
rising from the dead, all for the salvation of men ; 
but he looked forward to that or to any other sup- 
posed date with the belief that the fulfilment would 
then be in progress. If some. supernatural being 
could have pictured to him the career of Jesus, he 
would have regarded that as a fulfilment fully meet- 
ing his expectations, 

Taking the account as it stands, a prophet under 
the dynasty of David thought of his own sovereign as 
the son of Jehovah, Jehovah's Anointed, sovereign of 
Jehovah's earth-kingdom, But he believed that the 
sovereignty was eternal, and he did not limit the 
terms to his own sovereign personally. If he had 
been asked in regard to that point of time which we 
now designate as A. D. 30, he would have replied 
that at that date Jehovah’s son; Jehovah's Anointed, 
would be reigning on the earth, We do not know 
that he would have sketched the details just as the 
Gospels sketch them. But if someone could have 
pictured for him the life of Jesus, and’ could have 
made him understand its significance, he would have 
recognized in it an exact fulfilment of his expectations 
concerning the eternal reign. 

The Promise was universal in its scope as well as 
eternal. As given to Abraham it included all the 
nations. As amplified in the prophets it presents 
many glowing pictures of universal peace, of the na- 
tions made subject to the law of Jehovah, to his 
Servant, to the house of David. Suppose a retainer 
of Abraham or one of the later prophets had been 
asked what would be the state of things under the 
Promise at the date, then future, which we now desig- 
nate as A. D. 1900; the prompt reply would have 
been that the Promise will then still be operative, that 
the Anointed king of the line of David will then still 











‘What: 
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be on the throne. If some one could have made them 
understand the history as we now understand it ; could 
have made them understand what Jehovah would ac- 


complish for mankind through the seed of Abraham. 


in matters of civilization, art, commerce, literature, 
government, comfortable living, enterprise, morality, 
and in the great monotheistic religions, and especially 
in the person and mission and influence of Jesus ; they 
certainly would have regarded all this as wonderfully 
meeting the expectations they cherished concerning 
the Promise and the kingdom and the Anointed, . 


How the Prophecies Referred to Jesus ; 
The Promise afforded the prophets a peculiar point 
of view from which to consider the people Israel, or 
the reigning king or any typical Israelite. In any 
generation the person or the people, whether worthy 
or unworthy, coristituted the connecting link in Jeho- 
vah’s purpose, the link between the past and the 
future. In that character the person or the people 
commanded the prophet’s reverence, whatever he 
might think of them in other relations. Statements 
that could not be true concerning Israel as merely an 
ethnical aggregation might be true concerning Israel 
regarded as the people of Jehovah's purpose. In 
multitudes of passages the prophets speak of Israel 
exclusively from this Promise point of view, and it is 
mainly from these that the New Testament Messiani¢ 
citations are taken. It is characteristic of these pas- 
sages that often their statements might apply equally 
either to Israel or to some typical Israelite. The New 
‘Festament writers are correct in regarding such pas- 
sages as referring to Jesus not by accommodation, but 
in their direct and proper meaning. From the point 
of view of Jehovah's blessing for mankind through 
Abraham, Jesus Christ is pre-eminently the one typi- 
cal Israelite, or, if you prefer, the antitypal Israelite. 
From this point of view Jesus Christ is Israel in.cul- 
mination, The things spoken concerning the Promise 
refer ultimately to him, in their strictest as well as in 
their highest meaning. 
The apologetic value of fulfilled prediction cannot 
well be overrated, but it is not in its predictive aspect 
that the prophets chiefly magnify the Promise. They 
make it rather a matter of theological and religious 
doctrine. The declaration that Jehovah, the God of 
the whole earth, had for the sake of the whole earth 
chosen Israel to be his own people, and that in this 
he was carrying out an eternal plan, —this declaration 
they made the basis of their appeals to their country- 
men. In virtue of this they summoned men to re- 
pentance, faith, love, obedience, courage, fortitude, 
willingness, devotion. Paul is strictly literal when he 
describes the fact in the words ‘‘gave the gospel 
beforehand unto Abraham’’ (Gal. 3:8). From the 
beginning it was the gospel, the missionary gospel. 
As long as kings reigned in Judah the prophets 
could think of each of the reigning kings as being, from 
the Promise point of view, the Anointed of Jehovah ; 
but the destruction of Jewish nationality did not lead 
‘them to cease speaking of the kingdom and the Anointed 
king. They came to think of their dispersed nation 
as a world-power, and of the kingdom as a world- 
movement. In their thought the kingdom was still 
in existence, though obscured. They expected that 
it would be again manifested, and the idea of a leader, 
a coming Person, was prominent in their expectations. 
The New Testament represents that the expectation 
in the time of Jesus was more varied and complex 
than we sometimes imagine. Then as always there 
were ‘‘many men of many minds.’’ They did not 
know whether to look for one Person only, or for a 
group or succession of persons. They were waiting to 
have their expectation defined by events. In the audi- 
ence on the day of Pentecost there were doubtless 
persons who thought that the mission of the Messiah 
should be to set Judah in the place of Rome as the 
dominating power of the world ; and yet the idea of a 
spiritual kingdom is not lacking in such minds as those 
of Zacharias or Elisabeth or Simeon or Anna or John 
the Baptist or the éarlier disciples, or even of the priests 
and scribes. Those who were open-minded speedily 
fell in with the idea of the kingdom as a spiritual 
world movement, having Jesus, son of David and Son 
of God, as its King to eternity. 
Ausurn, N., Y. , 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 


HAT is a martyr? What does the word really 
W mean? Your class is likely to have almost 
every idea as to this except the right one, and 

the question may be: used to get them talking freely 
about the very heart-truth of the lesson at the out- 
set. One who is ted, one who is put to death 
for doing right, one.who suffers unjustly, —these aud 
similar answers -are omega be made, and none of 
them, of course, defines the simple meaning of the 
word ‘‘ martyr.” -Then it will be in order to suggest 
that they try to discover that meaning from a care- 
ful examination of the s of ‘a martyr,—the first 
Christian martyr, he is ed. They will see that 
‘that title is not strictly correct when they get at the 
root meaning; or ‘* etymology,” of the ; ; 


‘The Teaching of the Lesson 


An admirable way, now, to put the class into quick 


session of all the facts of the lesson,—and it isa 
ong lesson, over two chapters, yet should all be 
used,—is described by Mr. Foster this week. The 
plan should work well in any class, and may be used 
with or without the questions that he suggests. - Spe- 
cial light on the facts of the lesson, as these are 


brought out by the class, may be contributed by the 


teacher from the following points, and also from the 
material cited under ** Your Lesson Questions An- 
swered,” on this page: 


The Grecian Jews were the foreigners (Riddle, 3). 

The secular work of the Seven did not.interfere with 
their being spiritual forces (Stelzle, 3). 

There is always great difficulty, in the East, in finding 
persons who may safely be given positions of trust, such as 
the Seven (Mackie, 1). 

The Pharisees had been attaching themselves to the 
young church (Ramsay, 1). 

When the church members began disputing, or arguing, 
there was'no hope of getting anywhere (Ridgway, 1). 

The grave seriousness of the charge of blasphemy against 
Moses or Muhammad (Mackie, 2). 

Wherein did Stephen’s blasphemy consist? There was 
none, save. by perversion of his words. His entire address 
‘showed his position as a good Jew (Riddle, on 7: 1-53). 

“Why Stephen’s teachings enraged his accusers, and just 
what they -were (Ramsay, third paragraph, the six points 
following, and the two paragraphs following these). 

Was the execution legal ? (Riddle, on 7: 58; Ramsay, 
next to last paragraph; Sanders, 5). 


A strong lesson in contrasts may be drawn by 
using Mr. Howard's comments on Saul and Stephen. 
And a striking point is made by Mr. Ridgway i. 
ond paragraph), that we are most influenced by those 
we persecute. Saul never got away from the look 
and the influence of Stephen. 

If you find that the lesson is too remote, as a bit of 
long-ago history, use Dr. Burdette’s challenging 
thoughts on the present, personal aspects of the sub- 
ject of martyrdom and persecution (third paragraph 
and following). Could you ever persecute any one 
as the Jews did Stephen ? ask your class, And when 
‘they answer, ‘‘Oh, no!” just give them Dr. Bur- 
dette’s message. It may make the whole subject of 
persecution look different. 

What about that word ‘‘martyr’”?. You will find 
its simple, original meaning given in Mr. Pierson’s 
last paragraph; and the class will be eager to have 
your answer to the question, if they have not discov- 
ered it for themselves. ‘ Witness”: that is what it 
originally meant. How, then, was Stephen a mar- 
tyr? Because he stood right up and told the truth, 
like a witness on the witness-stand, about Jesus 
Christ. And before then he had given his life, day 
by day, to witnessing for Christ,—to spreading the 
guagel, the Good - News, of the new life that every 
one might have in Christ. So they were all ‘‘ mar- 
tyrs,"’ those early Christians; whether they suffered 
and died for their witnessing or not. 

But wait a moment. Can a person, even to-day, 
be a witness for the right, for the good, for the true, 
for all those things that Jesus asks us to stand for with 
him, without plhothage for it? Does it cost nothing 
to witness for Christ in our everyday acts? Doesn't 
it hurt sometimes? Don’t we sometimes think we 
would almost rather give up our life than do this or 
that thing which we. know, all the time, is the only 
right thing, the Christ-choice? And the reason is 
that se/f has to be trampled on, till it bleeds, till it 
dies, if we’re going to do any witnessing that amounts 
to anything. Yes, it costs to be a witness. It costs 
you just as much asitcost Stephen: your life. Every 
true witness is a martyr. 


8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great won- 


ders and signs among the people. g But there arose certain 


of the 


of them that were of the sy ue called —- 
the Al-ex-an’dri- 


! Libertines, and of the C ni-ans, and of 
ans, and of them of Ci-li’ci-a and Asia, ae with Stephen. 
to And they were not able to withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit by which he Myr 1x Then they suborned men, who 
said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses, and against God. 12 And they stirred up the people, 
and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and 
seized him, and brought him into the council, 13 and set up 
false witnesses, who said, This man ceaseth not to words 
against this holy place, and the law: 14 for we have heard 
him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, 
and shall change the customs which Moses delivered unto us. 
1s And all that sat in the council, fastening their eyes on 
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

7:54 Now when they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 5 But 
he, being full of the Holy 
heaven, and saw the glory it standing on the 
right hand of God, and said, Behold, I 
opened, and the Son of man 
God. 57 But they cried out with 
their ears, and ed 
cast him out of the 


laid down oe eres & Se ae © young man named 
Saul. And Boge Shacy ence Sage My ewig Bratee 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my oe he kneeled 
down, sod tiled sith 4 lod voted y not this sin to 


And when he had said this, he fell asleep.’ 


their ary on ‘ 
"hades pebncy th pa py hn —~ agains 

there arose on that day a 
church which was in Jerusalem; and-they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judgea and Samaria, exce 
the apostles. 2 And devout men buried Stephen, and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul laid waste the church, 
entering into every house, and dragging men and women com- 
mitted them to prison. | 

1 Or, Freedmen 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references are to the lesson-articles in this issue.) 


CHAPTER 6: Verse 1.—What was ‘‘the daily ministra- 
tion ’’? (Riddle.) Who were ‘the agg ”? as dis- 
tinguished from the Hebrews? (Riddle, 3; Sanders, 2.) 

Verse 6.—Why did they lay their hands on them? (Rid- 
dle.) 4 

Verse 9.—What is known about the classes here men- 
tioned? Was there a synagogue of each sect ? (Riddle, 4.) 

Verse 11.—What was “‘suborned’?? Of what did 
blasphemy consist? ‘Piddle; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 12.—What specific duties had the elders and the 
scribes? What was the council ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 13.—What holy place was referred to, and what 
law ? (Riddle ; Ramsay, 3 ff.) 

Verse 14.—Had they heard him say anything like this? 
What were the ‘‘ customs’’ of Moses? ( Riddle.) 

CHAPTER 7: Verse 54.—What is the meaning of 
**onashed on him with their teeth’? ? Why did not his 
words, based as they were on their own history and the 
writings of the prophets, convince them? (Riddle ; Orr, 
page 75.) 

Verse 58.— Why was Stephen cast out of the city? Was 
his death legal, or a lynching? Did the witnesses in a case 
always do the stoning? Who was Saul? (Riddle; Ram- 
say, next to last paragraph; Sanders, 5.) 

Verse 60,—Was the expression ‘‘ fell asleep ’’ a common 
one for death ? (Riddle. ) 

Cuapter. 8: Verse 3.—Was Saul acting legally ? (Riddle.) 
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Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


[The iesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times} : 
Be sure to study the exceptionally helpful sidelight 
articles by Professors Orr and Beecher, on pages 75, 76, 
taking up the interesting questions ‘* Why the Jews Would 
Not Believe,’’ and ‘** he Foretold Christ,’’ 
The importance of social service ; the church’s mistake 
to-day (Stelzle; 1, 2.) ; 
- The closing question of Mr. Pierson’s article is a search- 
ing one for any class. 
The futility of argument (Slattery, 3). 
Stephen showed that the Christian Church was not a 
mere school of Judaism (Ramsay, last paragraph). 
How any one may be beautiful (Ridgway, 3). 
Need we fear death? A beautiful answer in the third 
Round-Table Illustration. 

Christianity so-called, civilization, and the church, have 
conducted the worst kind of persecutions (Burdette, 1, 2). 
The comment of two monks on Stephen (Slattery, 6). 

How Stephen helped to turn Saul into Paul (Ridgway, 4), 

Was it loving of God to let this happen to Stephen? 
(Illustrations, 4). 

How Providence helped Stephen in this crisis (I!lustra- 
tions, -5). 

How to -get- pupils -to co-operate with the teacher in 
covering the lesson’ (Slattery). “ 
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LESSON 8 FEBRUARY 21. STEPHEN THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR 
Acts 6:1to8:3. Commit chapter 7 : 55. 56 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LACES, —In Jerusalem, The Sanhedrin before 
which Stephen made-his defense met in the city 
at this time. (See on previous lessons.) The 

stoning took place outside the city (7: 58}; accord- 
ing to the earlier tradition, outside the Damascus 
‘to later tradition, outside St. 
Stephen’s Gate. _The former. site was on the north- 
ern side of the city; the latter, on the northeastern. 
. Time.—It is here held that the arrest of Stephen 
occurred in A.D. eee 37. The earlier date (32 or 33) 
the chronology of Paul's life. 
Jews.—Greek, *‘ Hellenists.” This term 
was applied by the Greeks to those of other races 
eir language. -In the New Testa- 
sided in regions outside of Palestine (‘‘ the .Disper- 
sion,” John 7 : 35), and hence who used Greek as their 
household en oy ‘**Hebrews” refers to Pales- 
tinian Jews, who spoke the vernacular Aramaic. 
in Jerusalem.—These were very numer- 
Jews from various regions formed synagogues 
‘Verse a seeryrs. re some of these, 
how many is disputed. These names do not repre- 
sent ‘‘sects,” but men from - different localities. 
** Libertines” means ‘‘freedmen,” probably from 
Italy; Cyrenians and Alexandrians were from Africa; 
those ‘‘of Cilicia and Asia” from Asia Minor. As 
Jews were very numerous in all these regions, it is 
probable that five synagogues are referred to. 

The Seven.—The names are all Greek, but proba- 
bly not all were **Grecian Jews"; one was ‘‘ a prose- 
lyte,”—a Gentile who had accepted the Jewish faith. 

' Verse 1.—Neglected : Overlooked.—Daily minis- 
tration: The needy, here especially ‘* widows,” re- 
ceived supplies, mainly of food, every day. This 
also shows that there was no ‘‘ community of goods.” 

Verse 6.— Laid their hands upon them: The 
usual way of signifying induction into office; not in 
this case a formal ‘' ordination to the ministry.” 


ous. 


Verse 11.—Suborned: Secretly instigated. The 
word has become technical, for inciting to poet , as 
in this case.— Blasphemous words : The word ** blas- 


phemy” originally included all forms of speaking 
evil against others, but in its technical sense refers 
to speaking evil of God and holy things. 

erse 12.—Stirred up the people: This charge 
would arouse intense Jewish prejudice. When the 
apostles. were arrested, ‘‘the people” were not op- 
posed to them (5 : 26).—Zheelders, and the scribes: 
Two classes belonging to the Sanhedrin (‘‘ council”). 
The former were the representatives of the people; 
the latter, the official expounders of the Scriptures, 

Verse 13.—This holy place: The temple, possibly 
the sacred city.—Zhe /aw: The whole system set 
forth in the first five books of the Bible. 

Verse 14.— We have heard him say: Stephen had 
probably spoken of the spiritual nature of the new 
religion, possibly had quoted some of: our Lord’s 
words about the destruction of Jerusalem; and these 
utterances were misinterpreted.—Customs: The in- 
stitutions that distinguished the Jews, and that were 
derived from Moses, . 

CHAPTER 7: I-53.—Stephen’s speech shows that he 


-held the new religion to be the divinely-ordered de- 
- velopment of the old, notin opposition toit. This posi- 
-tion.was perverted by false witnesses into blasphemy. 


Verse 54:—Guashed on him with their teeth: The 
outward sign of their rage. -Prejudiced and enraged, 
the argument of Stephen, based on their own Scrip- 
ture, only embittered them. 

Verse 56.—Zhe Son of man; The only place where 


this title is uttered by any other eee than Jesus. 


Verse 5%.—Cast him out.of the city: In order to 


.stone him, for blasphemy (Lev. 24: 14, 16). There 


is.no record of sentence against Stephen, but the 
give to 
the violence the appearance of legality. The action 
was coutrary to Roman law. It may have been con- 
nived at by the Roman authorities, but, on the view 
of the date given above, there was at this time an 


-interregnum.— Zhe witnesses: Who.must cast the 


first stones (Deut. 17: 7).— Young man named Saul: 
Afterward Paul, now about thirty years of age. 
Verse 60.—He fell asleep: This expression for 
dying occurs in classical literature, but it became 
the favorite phrase among Christians (see 1 Cor. 15). 
CuapTer 8 : 1.—Consenting unto his death: Saul 
was outwardly passive, but in heart an active par- 
ticipant in the stoning. . 
Verse 3.—But Saul laid waste: There is no hint 
that he had any legal authority, but the death of 
Stephen led to an extended persecution in which he 
became very prominent (comp. chap. 9g: I, 2). 
Western THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, - 








78 - 
A Death that Fulfilled a Life 


By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


wn the appointment of the Seven -~ a 
period of activity and rapid growth. Espe- 
cially ‘‘a at ee of the priests were 
obedient to the faith.” he lower priests were 
mainly Pharisees, in contrast to the Sadducee high 
priests; and the approximation of the Pharisees to 
the church was evidently still continuing. The term 
‘‘obeyed” is carefully chosen: these priests added 
the law of Christ to the strict Hebrew ritual. The 
church could still be mistaken for a school or sect of 
Judaism. . 

Stephen burst these bonds. He boldly taught that 
the temple and the law of Moses were evanescent, 
because the faith of Jesus must recreate the law and 
abrogate the exclusive sanctity of the temple. His 
teaching roused disputation in several Hellenist 
syna: es,—evidently those where he, as himself a 

ellenist, had chiefly preached. 

His hearers believed that the law was given to 
Moses once for all, perfect and final, needing only to 
be neney interpreted, and that the temple was the 
one chosen sanctuary where God revealed himself. 
Stephen argued in his most outspoken and individual 
speech that; 

1, The revelation of God's will and covenant had 
been fresnel, and began long before Moses. 

2. It had been made, not in the temple, but in 
other eae and in heathen lands. 

. 3. God's promise often seemed at the moment to be 
impossible of fulfilment, yet his covenant always 
proved true, and ought to be accepted as sufficient in 
itself as soon as it was made. 

4. The Jews at every stage were slow to believe, 
obstinate enemies and persecutors of those through 
whom God was working, as Joseph whom they sold 
into slavery, and Moses whom they cast out in in- 
fancy, rejected when he first came to deliver them, 
and turned away from after he had led them out of 
Egypt at the very time when he was receiving God's 
greatest revelation. 

5. At every stage the actions of these rebellious 
and unbelieving Jews served only to work out God’s 
will: their treatment of Joseph and Moses. placed 


' both in a position to serve the development of the’ 


divine purpose, 

6. God appointed a tabernacle. Solomon built a 
temple. God dwells not im a house built by man. 

‘Though Jesus is not mentioned in this review of 
Hebrew history, he is in the speaker’s mind through- 
out; and the hearers could not fail,to draw,the hid- 

.den reference to him from every biting sentence. He 

was rejected, scorned, ill-treated, like Joseph and 
Moses, The Jews had disbelieved the promise made 
in him as they had disbelieved pont promises, . This 
meaning was so evident that the audience, judges, 
and witnesses grew ever more angry; and Stephen 
must have felt this, for he suddenly broke off. the 
line of his argument and burst into the indignant 
climax (Acts 7 : 51-53), pointing the moral in terms 
of the most cutting rebuke. he accused became 
the accuser. Hecharged them all with the murder of 
the prophets and of the Righteous One, and with con- 
tinual disobedience to the law in its letter and its 
spirit. 

The speech was interrupted. It had reached its 
climax, though probably not its conclusion. Ste- 
phen’s point that Israel could never obey the law was 
afterward a favorite Pauline idea. Whether Stephen 
would have proceeded, as Paul hereafter always did, 
to argue that the Jews could get, through Jesus, the 
righteousness which they could never win from obe- 
dience to the law, remains unknown. The audience 
was now mad with fury at this open defiance, as 
Stephen trampled on their deepest prejudices and 
their pride of race and birth and institutions. At 
the beginning of his speech they had seen his face 
glow with enthusiasm, shining as the face of an 
angel, reflecting *‘the glory of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 
18), as Paul always remembered it, and had evidently 
described it to Lube. That sight had produced a 
deep impression, and secured a hearing so far for the 
speaker, in spite of the dislike for the evident drift of 
his words, Now the audience could not restrain its 
rage, and their demonstration stopped the speech. 

But Stephen was only more transported with enthu- 
siasm and inspiration than before. Ashe had begun 
by mentioning ‘‘the God of the Glory,” so now he 
beheld the Glory itself. His gaze pierced into 
Heaven itself. dime and human limitations were 
effaced for him, and he beheld the real and the eter- 
nal truth, ‘*the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
his right hand.” 

The catastrophe followed immediately. The as- 
sembly burst through all the restraints of Roman 
law and order, but it is noteworthy that they observed 
all the forms of the Jewish law in giving to the mur- 
der of Stephen an appearance of a judicial execution. 
It is not improbable that a form of sentence was pro- 
nounced, in which Paul gave his vote. Stephen was, 
according to the law, taken outside the camp (Lev. 
24 : 14ff.); the witnesses cast the first stone at: him 
(Deut. 17 : 7), preparing for the active work by taking 
off their upper garments and giving them in charge 
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to Saul, who was evidently placed in charge of the 
whole peoccodings. 

One effect of the explosion seems to have been to 
destroy the rapprochement between the Pharisees 
and the young church, Stephen had made it evident 
that the church was not a mere school of Judaism, 
and his teaching had been accepted by all. A per- 
secution followed on the moment, and it is descri 
as breaking out in full fury even before Stephen was 
buried. The Christians fled to all parts of Judea and 
Samaria, and it seemed for a moment that the church 
in Jerusalem was killed. But the words of Stephen 
proved true: it was always the acts of the Jews in 
resisting and rejecting the prophets that became the 
means of effecting the divine purpose. Stephen was 
buried by ‘‘devout men,” perhaps not even Chris- 
tians. e had made a deep impression by his life; 
he made a far deeper impression by his death. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HOM we way appoint over this business (v. 3). 
Both in missionary work and in public admin- 
istration great difficulty is often experienced 

in developing among Orientals the qualities required 
for positions of trust. The commonest symptoms of 
disqualification are tyranny, dishonesty, and indo- 
lence. These were noted by Christ in his parables 
when he spoke of the laborers who wished to get pos- 
session of the vineyard, of the steward who feared 
to render his account, and of the servant who hid his 
entrusted tetent in a napkin. 

Blasphemous words against Moses (v. 11). Among 
the Jews such a charge against Moses, the great law- 
giver, would resemble the similar offense against the 
prophet Muhammad among the Moslems. It is a 
crime of the gravest order, and the charge by means 
of false witnesses is an easy way of bringing dis- 
credit upon an objectionable person who cannot be 
attacked in any other way. hen substantiated it 
involves a heavy payment of money by way of in- 
demnity, or imprisonment for life. The word perjury 
does not carry such a serious meaning as it does in 
the West, and while men can always be hired to bear 
false witness for the sake of money, the more ordinary 
occasion is to get a personal friend out of trouble or 
to Support the common cause of kinship and the reli- 
gious community. , 

BEyRrout, Sykia, 
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‘The Noble Army of Martyrs 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


" HE victories of the church have been won over 

the graves of her members,” said Ludwig 

Krapf the missionary to South Africa. Thou- 
sands of Christian martyrs through the centuries 
have followed in the train of Stephen. There were 
the early Christians in Rome and North Africa, cru- 
cified or thrown to wild beasts; there were later the 
men and women in the middle ages, who were tor- 
tured and burned at the stake in the dark hours of 
the Inquisition, and there have been in modern days 
in many lands the missionaries and converts who 
have not counted their lives dear to themselves. 
Ranavalona I, the cruel queen of Madagascar, hurled 
the Christians over the precipice. Mwanga, king of 
Uganda, mutilated and burned the young believers 
in Christ. Death is still the penalty for apostasy in 
some Moslem lands, and in China the Boxers, a few 
years ago, killed with fiendish cruelty those who re- 
used to renounce their faith. 

But all these efforts to —— out Christianity have 
utterly failed. With unflinching courage mission- 
aries and natives have met the spear, the tomahawk, 
and the war-club, or have walked to the precipice, 
the guillotine, or the stake. Two missionaries had 
recently been murdered in Uganda, but James Han- 
nington offered to go to this ‘‘ white man’s cemetery.” 
When he was captured and taken out to be shot b 
order of the king, his dying words were: ‘Tell 
Mwanga that I die for his people. I have purchased 
the road to Uganda with my life.” 

Not all of us are called to give up our lives as mar- 
tyrs, but all are expected to give our lives as witnesses 
—the same word. Would you be ready to give your- 
self a sacrifice as Stephen did? Then prove it by 
giving yourself as a living sacrifice. Only those are 
ready to die for Christ who are ready to live for him. 
How many Christians show more sadness and hesi- 
tation about g‘ving up home or time or comforts or 
money for Christ than Stephen showed in giving u 
his life? In the hour of greatest sacrifice, faces will 
not be clouded with gloom but will be lighted with 
angelic light, if Christ dwells in the heart. 

Brookxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Argifying.””"— 7here arose certain ... disputin 
with Stephen (v. 9). Stephen was a layman. 
deacon, Like thousands of other laymen since, he 
‘*did wonders” because he was ‘‘full of faith and 
power.” When you get full of faith you will be full 
of power, and you will attract attention. But don’t 
waste your time in controversy. Life is too short. I 
heard a Lepr. oe oe the other day rendering a song, 
the chorus of which was, ‘‘ Never stop to argify—just 
let trouble amble by.” Some one has con. ‘when 
church people fight about religion, and tramps about 
grub, it is a pretty sign that both religion and 
grub are scarce.” Arguing about religion never does 
much —_ Bible advises against it (1 Tim. 6 : 3-5.) 
‘*Argifying”’ Bible classes soon peter out because 
they arrive nowhere. When I was a boy, there was 
a store near by wherea group of men gathered ever 
night and ‘‘talked.” They would generally drift 
around to religion and argue and argue. e boys 
would stand around in open-mouthed wonder as we 
listened to these great and wonderful men. Years 
rolled on as they talked. I went away tocollege and 
became a man and aChristian. I tried twice to lead 
the chief arguer into the Kingdom, put in vain. Not 
ohe of that little corner-store circle, with all their 
arguing, died _a Christian. They all failed to get 
anywhere, It is the same in business, politics, and 
on the ball-field, the disputer is a nuisance and rarel 
arrives. ‘ The quiet, silent man who does things whic 
talk for him is the man who convinces. 

The Petsecuted.—7his man ceaseth not to speak 
words against this holy place (v. 13). It is the easi- 
est thing in the world to twist an opponent’s words. 
Why didn’t these Jews investigate these wonders and 


‘cures going on all around them? And why don’t the 


non-Christians investigate in a business-like way 
what is going on to-day instead of listening to those 
who talk Better thanthey live? Thedeath of Stephen 
made a profound impression on Paul (Acts 22: 20). ‘The 
fellow you persecute, always a better man than you, 
influences you more than any other person on earth. 
Who doesn't remember Jotinny Goodboy, *‘ the teach- 
er’s pet,” we used to have it in for! His refined and 
gentle manners, which we'‘rough-and-tumble fellows 
so resented, affected us ‘more than we then appreci- 
ated. This is why, while we forget many other 
fellows, we don’t forget ‘‘ Miss Nancy” Goodboy. He 
still lives in us. And'Stephen lived in Paul in the 
same way. ; 
.. How to be Beautiful.—4//.,. saw his face as it 
had been the face of an ange (v. 15) What is your 
idea of an angel face? Did it ever occur to Pa that 
God has so ordered the world that everybedy, no 
matter how humble, can have the really desirable 
things? I mean things like wealth, power, friends, 
pledsure, etc. And among the rest, any one who 
wishes may be beautiful no matterhowhomely. This 
is because beauty does not consist in feature and 
complexion, but entirely in the shining face, Some 
of the most beautiful women you know are not beauti- 
ful to you, and some of the plainest are most beauti- 
ful. Sine of the handsomest men I ever saw was 
ugly, and Abraham Lincoln in all his homeliness was 
beautiful to all who knew him. Every one can have 
the angel face if he lives the angel life. The human 
face is like the electric light shade, the beauty comes 
out when the Light isinside. God’s glory is still here 
upon the earth, and one of God's uses for it is face- 
painting. You will note that at the very moment 
these Twa were killing Stephen for blaspheming 
—_— Moses, God lights up his face with the same 
glory he used for Moses (Exod. 34 : 30). 

Paul.—Lord Jesus, receive my spirit... 
Lay not this sin to their charge (7: 59,60). I heard 
a@ great preacher contend that the martyrs, from 
Stephen down, never suffered pain. Among his many 
proofs was the fact that they talked to their friends 
while under torture. But God gives his children 
absorbing visions in the great crises of life. The 
brightest visions may, come in the greatest trials. 
Paul was impressed by the connection between suf- 
fering and the glory that offset it (Rom. 8: 18, 19; 
2 Cor. 4: 17,18). If Stephen had not prayed as his 
Master prayed would the church have had Paul? 
Stephen died to make one of his executioners Paul. 
It requires a death to make a man. 


Never Fear!—And Saul was consenting unto his 
death (8:1). Stephen passes. A Paul arrives. God 
always hasaman. And the last man we would have 
selected was this young Pharisee helping in the kill- 
ing. This is why I am never disturbed when some 
fellow gets eloquent against Christianity. He om 
be the very man God has selected to do a great wor 
forhim. Asa matter of fact, in this town, and I have 
no doubt in other towns, many of the most active 
Christian workers are men who at one time were 
blatant enemies of Jesus Christ. Are you one of his 
enemies? A few days may change you to a friend— 
and so what do your words amount to? All the 
smartest men in the world are Christian believers, 
and it is only a matter of time when yot will come to 
yourself and. believe also (Phil. 2: 10, 11). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 21 (Acts 6:1 to 8: 3) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

ent. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

ill that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 

tant manens gaesate Se acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson , be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Saint’s Wish.— And Stephe>, full of Fae and 
 ovel wrought great wonders (v. 8). There is a 

gend of a saint whose wond deeds astonished 
the angels, and they came to learn the secret of his 
piety. E here the man went he diffused virtue 
as the flower gives One peste without being aware 
of it. The an that the saint might be 
given the gift of miracles, and God consented. They 
asked the man if he would like by the touch of his 
hand to heal the sick. ‘‘ No,” he replied, ‘‘I would 


rather God should do that.” ‘* Then would you like 
ty souwls.-and: brimg them back: to: right. - 


to convert 
ths?” ‘No, it is the Spirit’s mission to convert; 
only pray.” ‘‘ Would you like to be a model of 
patience and draw men by your a. “lo,” 
said the saint, ‘‘if men were a to me, they 
might be estranged from God.” ‘‘ What do you de- 
sire?” said the angels. ‘‘ That God would give me 
his grace; that I might do a great deal of good with- 
out knowing it.” The angels were perplexed. 
Finally they resolved that whenever the shadow of 
the man should fall where he could not see it, the 
shadow should cure disease and comfort sorrow. So 
it came te Saint 
of men were cheered wherever he walked.— Mor/and 
j Aaente Harrisburg, Texas. From The Hibbert 
Journal, 


In the Life-Boat.— Looked up stedfastly into heaven 
(v. 55). Caistor is a fishing village near Yarmouth, 
on the Norfolk Coast, so dangerous a place that it 
has the first record in all England in regard to the 
number of rescues effected by the lifeboat. 
vember, 1901, during a terrible storm, signals of dis- 
tress were seen at sea. The violent hurricane raged 
so--furieus! 


lifeboat. nd when the boat had been out half an 


hour it was overturned, and nine of the crew of. 


twelve were drowned! James Haylett, the aged cox- 
swain, lost two sons and a grandson in the catas- 
trophe. But the veteran said simply, and with no 
touch of boastfulness:. ‘‘ Caistor lifeboatmen never 


turn back. They would have kept there till now, if, 


necessary, to save men.in distress. It was against 
the rule to go back when distress signals were 
shown.” No wonder the king personally presénted 
Haylett with a gold medal in recognition of his serv- 
ices. So the brave Stephen would not turn’ back. 
- He could dare death for the sakeof souls. Is not his 
reward recognition by the heavenly King ?»— W. R. 
Clark, Manchester, Eng. 


The Other Side of the Door.— Behold, / see the hea- 
vens opened, and the Son q, man standing on the 
right hand of God (v. 56). ate one stormy evening 
a doctor was ‘called to a case of sudden illness. He 
examined the man, and then rose to go. ‘‘ Doctor,” 
said the sufferer, ‘‘tell me the truth. May I have 
such seizures again, and may I die in one of them— 
to-morrow?” ‘* You may,” was the repby, “ or you 
may live for years. Fret not your days in a. 
tion. We must all pass through the gate.” ‘* But 
what is beyond the gate?” cried the sick one. ‘1 
do not know,” the doctor said. ‘‘ You, a Christian 
man, and do not know!” ‘* Look here,” and the 
doctor opened the door. Outside lay, crouching in 
the darkness, a little dog, drenched and cold, with 
eyes fixed upon the opened door. ‘‘ That is my dog,’ 
he added. ‘‘He has followed me all the way. e 


did not know. what was within; he did not care. He. 


knew that I, his master whom he loves, was there. 
I am like that dog. I do not ask what is beyond that 
ate. I only know my Lord is there. In his time 


e will be owe to his child. And so I, too, wait.”— 
a 


D. O. 
panion, 


God’s Love Undoubted.— 7iey stoned Stephen, call- 


ckay, Rome, Ohio. - The Youth's Com- 


ing upon the Lord (v.59). It is said that Spurgeon, ~ 


the great English preacher, while visiting at a friend’s 
home in the country, was attracted-to a beautiful 
weather-vane which the friendxad placed upon the 
cupola of a new barn whtelt had just been built. On 
the weather-vane- was inscribed the magic words, 
‘* God is-love.” Mr. Spurgeon expressed his surprise 
at the choice of such a motto for such a plate, and 
said, ‘‘What do you mean by putting that text of 
Scripture on the weather-vane? Do: mean that 
God’s love is as changeable as the wind?” ‘Oh, 
no,” said his friend, ‘‘I mean to say that God is love 
whichever way the wind blows.” ‘This was the atti- 
tude of Stephen who in death as in life confessed that 
God is good.—Hugh T. Kerr, Chicago. 


Providence Care for ?—Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge (v. 60). In Dr. Parker's 
ne he tells-of a discussion he had with the 
secularist, Mr. G. J. Holyoake. ‘* During the discus- 
sion, I remember an instance which for the moment 
utterly. paralyzed my mental attitude. The question 
which Mr. Holyoake suddenly put to me was, ‘ What 
did Providence do for the martyr Stéphen when he 


reply more enthusiastically an 
vendersed.. ‘Phe-answer had an electrical-effect: 4. 


along, the hearts - 


In No-. 


that#it-tookthree. hours to launch the, 
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was being stoned to death?’ How to answer the in- 
quiry I did not for a moment know. As thing's are 
commonly interpreted, it was ectly clear that 
Divine Providence took no yp we in the protection of 
Stephen. How, then, could I reply to my acute and 
eloquent opponent?” Parker prayed inwardly for 
help. ‘‘Everything as to the effectiveness and use- 
fulness of that discussion depended upon the ade- 

uacy of my answer. The answer was not mine.” 

e said: ‘‘In that moment of suffering and helpless- 
ness God enabled Stephen to say, ‘ Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.’ That was what the Almighty 
did, and in working this miracle of forgiveness in the 
spirit of the martyred man, God did more for Stephen 

an if he had sent a legion of angels to protect him 
from the ruffianism which wrought his death. That,” 
continues Parker, ‘‘was an answer which came into 
my heart straight from the Holy Spirit. Never was 
more unanimously 
u-effect upon 
the congregation, and n a large degree it settled the 
... debate.”"— W, R. Clark, Manchester, Eng. 


Pitkin’s -—And he kneeled down and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge (v. 60). Nothing so perfectly reveals Horace 
Tracy Pitkin, who was killed by the Boxers in 1900, 
as his last recorded words, spoken to his Chinese 
helper while the devilish crowd were swooping down 
upon the mission: ‘t Laoman, tell the mother of little 

orace to tell Horace that his father’s last wish was 
that, when he is twenty-five years of age, he should 
come to China as a missionary.” No man ever spoke 
more heroic words.—Mar . Mather, Evart, Mich. 
From The Missionary Review of the World. .The 
prize for this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Lesson-Light on Social Problems 
By Charles Stelzle 


. Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor 


N THE selection of the ‘‘ Seven,” of whom Stephen 
seems to have been the most prominent, the early 
church recognized the importance of social 

service. The fact that the twelve apostles requested 
the people.to elect others to ‘‘serve tables,” so that 
they might give themselves more fully to the preach- 
ing of the word, did not mean that they regarded 
this work as beneath them, but they felt that greater 
efficiency could be secured by this division of labor. 

It is at this point that the Protestant Church has 
failed most grievously. We expect the pastor of the 
church to combine all the functions of minister and 
administrator. There should be in the church a group 
of specialists—social experts—who have the ability to 
meet the social situation of the day. They should 
be sociological investigators and interpreters for the 
church, so that the church may more adequately ful- 
fil its social mission. 

While the Seven were set apart by the people and 
by the apostles, even to ‘‘the laying on of hands,” 
nevertheless they were simply laymen, to all intents 
and purposes. And yet it is interesting to note that, 
while the apostles gave up this so-called ‘‘ secular” 
work in order that they might devote themselves to 
the purely ‘‘spiritual” work, the men who were ap- 
pointed to this task did not hesitate to preach and to 
teach, performing practically all the functions of the 
apostles. At any rate, this seems to have been the 
case with Stephen. 

What an opportunity there is in our day for the 
Christian lgyman. The fact is, however,.that very 
few laymen are seeking these opportunities for_ 
service, and the church does not seem to be able-te 
direct them to the work which needs to be dene: <The, 
consequence is that a large amountofi‘energy which: 


‘might be consecrated to Christiam service is: being: 


wasted either through: non-use or. through misuse.; 
The weakness:of the church in regard to employing: 
its, en. has been in ‘the fact that the church has 
failed to give its men a ‘‘man’s job”+~-something 
really big enough and importante to challenge 
the men to do their best.: And‘ then it has limited the 
work in :he church to the office bearers, and, as there 
aren’t offices enough to go round, a large number of 
men are unemployed. It may be that it was partly 
because of this realization that the apostles gave over 
to the Seven much of the work which they themselves 
may have previously been doing. To set ten men at 
work is always better than doing ten men’s work. 

Stephen quickly found his place. Given a chance 
to demonstrate his ability as a server of tables, he 
developed great spiritual power, so that none could 
withstand him in wisdom. It was this power which 
brought him into conflict with the authorities. But 
it gave him an opportunity to witness for Christ as 
few others havedone. He is known in history as the 
first Christian martyr—forerunner of a long list of 
men who counted it a joy to die for the truth as it is 
in Christ. Of such stuff must be the men who would 
live to bring in the reign of Christ in the social and 
in the industrial world. 


New York Ciry. 
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Home Department Lesson Talks 
By Robert J. Burdette, D.D. 


HERE is such a sublimity of pathos in the story 
of the martyrs. Our hearts ache for the mortal 
agony, and throb with joy for the glory of the 

victory, for the splendor of the faith. But mar- 
as did not cease with the closing of the iron 

oors of the Most Christian Inquisition, with the au/o 
da fé in Catholic Spain, or with the horrible burnings 
of men and women at Smithfield in Protestant Eng- 
land. Stephen was not stoned by benighted and 
cruel ans, but by the most orthodox established 
church. No sinner is so abandoned as a backsliding 
Christian; no sin is so hateful as apostasy; no quar- 
rel is so bitter as a family quarrel. The heathen, 
fighting for the only gods and the only religions 
they had,—false and unworthy as those gods and re- 


ligions! were,—-were no more deliberate in their cru- 


elty toward the teachers and disciples of the new 
religion than were the teachers in the orthodox church 
against their Christian brethren. 

And in all the ages bigotry has not changed its 
nature. It still lays more stress on a hyphen than on 
the whole Sermon on the Mount. It has not changed 
name or nature, Bigotry will be bigotry, in and out 
of the church,—and there is more of it outside than 
there is inside,—until it is burned to ashes in the hot 
flames of its own vindictiveness. While we remem- 
ber the persecutions of the Christians and the suffer- 
ings of the martyrs, let us remember also that ‘‘ pagan 
Rome” was not a sinner above Christian Rome; that 
Nero beheaded Paul, but he did sot burn Severus; 
Domitian did not burn Savonarola; Marcus Aurelius, 
one of the bitterest of the pagan persecutors, did not 
burn Anne Askew at Smithfield. 

And ourselves,—you and I are good Christians,— 
do we ever grip some tender heart with the red-hot 
pincers of a cruel sarcasm? Have we ever in our 
minds a hateful thought heating itself into a bitter 
word? Is there any one in ‘‘our” church whom we 
are inclined to persecute unless they change their 
views on some polysyllabic doctrine until it conforms 
to our own? Is there no one among our own brethren 
whom we sometimes ‘‘talk about”? Ah, friends, the 
heart is more sensitive than the body. A broken heart 
aches longer than acrushed hand, A tender, wounded 
spirit quivers with anguish that the body broken 
at the wheel and beaten with rods never felt. And 
among those under the throne of God, crying, ‘“How 
long, O Lord. holy and-true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 
there are some who were beaten to death three thou- 
sand years ago; and some who were burned and some 
who were crucified two thousand years ago; and 
some, it may be, who went up from ‘‘ our own church” 
only a little while ago, with bodies unscarred and 
strong, but with hearts bleeding to death with spite- 
ful little stabs and venomous little stings inflicted by 
that poisonous little serpent the tongue. And we 
know some one who helped to kill them. Paul didn’t 
throw any stones at Stephen. He did worse, and he 
knew it; and he acknowledged it. 

There isn’t enough money in your town to hire you to 
throw a rough, jagged stone at a happy woman, going 
down street, laughing to hear the sweet babble of 
her children clustering around her, But you can do 
worse, a great deal worse. You can stab her pure 
name; you can crush her sweet happiness, and do it 
safely, so far as men are concerned, If you threw the 
stone, you'd get arrested and fined. But the insinu- 
one gesture, the word of double meaning, the up- 
lifted eyebrows when some one else throws the verbal 
stone,—it is safe to guard the raiment of the stone- 
throwers. Nobody notices that. Oh, of course, God 
sees it; and.the accusing voices sobbing. under the 
throne. call it to bis Hat God the 


Ee seemmto be-about theonly one of 

w the persecutors never-think. If they forgot 

a else and thought only of God; there would 
‘no-mart 


Fs. 

‘This is rather a solemn exposition, eh? Well, it is 
avery solemn topic. Ifthe story of the: martyrs is 
written only to excite our pity and.sympathy for peo- 
ple ‘who have been happy and safe in heaven for sev- 
eral thousand years, it is a wasted lesson. They do 
not need our pity. And the persecutors are far out 
of the reach of our condemnation. These lessons are 
to make real and tender our love for the martyrs in 
our own circle of acquaintance. Lessons like this are 
to move us to convert the | regent most of whom 
come within the range of our personal influence— 
under our own absolute control, some of them—say 
one of them. We can’t help Stephen—not a little bit. 
But how about—oh, I never did know her name; you 
know who I mean—and—er—what’s his name? Ican’t 
just recall it, but he lives on the next block; he’s a 
member of ‘‘our church,” by the way. We can take 
these people out of the fire any day. Willwe? Yes; 
you may get pushed into the very flames out of which 
you lift them. But that will only make you one of 
the glorious army of martyrs. Suppose we reinforce 
the ‘‘glorious army of martyrs”? ‘They need it. 
They are fearfully in the minority. Wherever there 
is one martyr, there are always from a dozen to five 
hundred persecutors, you know. 

PasapEna, CAL. 








From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Jesus, in whose 


name men and women have gladly laid down their lives, give 
us a due sense of the debt we owe to these strong souls. ay 
our hearts be stirred to a higher devotion by the courage and 


faithfulness of the martyrs of the early days, until, in such - 


simple ways as thou dost set before us, we may do nobly in thy 
name, to the measure of thy desire for us. And may we know 
that in humble, patient unseen service, as well as in the world- 
famed deed of devotion, thou dost rejoice in the faithfulness of 
thy brethren, to the glory and honor of God, our Father. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A young man named Saul stood 
by and saw the thing done: looked after the coats of 
the men who flung the stones that pounded the angel- 
faced Stephen to death. Saul saw the whole dread- 
ful business, saw the helpless, brave Stephen beaten 
down, heard’ him when he called out ‘‘ Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge!” and saw him fall asleep as 
the yelling, vicious crowd drew back. And he con- 
sented to it all. Oh, no, he didn't actually throw an 
stones, At least the Bible doesn't tell us that he di 
He just didn’t interfere; just stood by, and approved 
the thing. ; 

ae do ~ like Saul for that? No. And he 
hated himself for it in-later years. He tried to do all 
he could to make up for it, after he became known as 
Paul; And you and I have hated ourselves, haven't 
we, when we have let the other fellows do something 
wrong that we didn't actually doourselves just then, 
but agreed to, perhaps by keeping still? Maybe you 
have watched the road, while the other fellows crept 
into the orchard after the apples. Perhaps we have 
stood by without a word, when a brave clean fellow 
was getting a thrashing by the gang just because he 
was Brave and clean and they hated him, I tell you, 
Stephen and Saul make a big contrast in this lesson. 


a EN TEADFAST 
AUL INNING 


It's an encouragement to us that in later years 
Saul, as Paul, erased that last word (rub out sinning) 
and was just as steadfast as Stephen had ever been. 
May God help us to rub out from our lives that ugly 
word sinning, and earn the right to be called stead- 
fast ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 














F 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
‘ metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs '’') 
‘*From all Thy saints in warfare."" Psalm 119 : 31-36. 
‘Who are these like stars.’’ (173 : 31-36. 246 : 1-6.) 
‘* What are these in bright array.’’ Psalm ye Sere. 
‘*'l’he Son of God goes forth to war."’ mn. eye i  E-§-) 
** Head of Thy Church triumphant."’ : : 


$ Xy He ee 
‘* Hark, the sound of holy voices,”’ psi 31 : 1-5, > 16. ) 


‘* Give the wings of faith.”’ (42: 1-5. 64: 1-3, 7.) 
‘*The saints of God! their conflict Psalm 16 : 7-10. 
past.": (17: 7-10. 26: 1-4.) 


% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 

Monday. —Acts 6 : 1-15 

Tuesday.—Acts 7 : 1-16 

Wednesday.—Acts 7 : 17-34 

‘lhursday.—Acts 7 : 35-53 

Friday.—Acts 7: 54 to 8:3 

Saturday.—-Exod. 34 : 29-35... 

Sunday.—Rev. 7:9-17 ..... 


. . Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr 


. . Ashining face 
. The reward 


Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ING the chorus of ‘‘ Onward, Christian soldiers.” 





When soldiers oe | march to war they must be - 


ready to endure all sorts of hard things,—to 
sleep out of doors in the cold sometimes, to go often 
without food and water when they are hungry and 
thirsty, to keep on marching over rough roads when 
they are tired and stony | sleepy, to be wounded or 
sick in hospitals, to be lonesome away from home 
and friends, and even to die for their country. 
People always honor such brave soldiers. That is 
one reason why we will honor Washington's birthday 
to-morrow. You know how he cheered his soldiers 
when it was freezing cold, their shoes worn out, and 
their feet cut and bleeding, as they marched. An- 
other time, by night, he ied them across a wide river 
on pieces of floating ice, when there was great dan- 
ger, Yet they won a victory. 
As we saug ‘‘ Onward, Christian soldiers,"’ I was 
thinking of those first Christian soldiers of whom we 
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talked last Sunday, and how they had to suffer for 
preaching and ba gry | about Jesus. (Review their 
names, and recall the 

onment, and the beating which they suffered, and the 
text, ‘‘ Blessed are they that have n perseeuted,” 
etc.; and inquire how many drew the prison wall and 
gate, and wrote *‘ never be afraid tospeak for Jesus.”) 

We learned that they were even py that the 
might suffer these hard things for Jesus’ sake. { 
think they remembered another ‘‘ Blessed” which he 
taught them. ‘‘ Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
proach you, and persecute you, and say all maner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and 
be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven.” 

The church gre*7 so fast and there was so much to 
do that the twelve apostles could not do it all, sothey 
chose seven splendid men to help them look after the 
poor. One of the best was Stephen. They all prayed 
and worked together, and the church kept growing. 
Stephen did great. wonders among the people. 
people came to see and hear him. ; 

One day when he was talking, some men inter- 


ru 
splendid answers, but they found fault and arrested 
him, and took him before the council. They knew he 
wasn't a bad man, for as they looked at him his face 
looked pure and holy as the face of an angel. : 

They pane him a chance to speak, so he told them 
the whole story of his people from the time that God 
called Abraham to come and live in a new country, 
to the time when Jesus lived and died and rose again. 
(Your mother can read this story to you at home.) . 
j They listened to Stephen until he told the story of 

esus. 

talked he looked up and'spoke as if he could see Jesus 
in heavén, standing at the right hand of God. (Show 
the picture.) 
not listen any more. They stopped their ears, and 
shouted, and rushed at him, and dragged him outside 
the city gate and stoned him. Some of the men took 
off their coats and laid them down by a young man 
named Saul, to watch them. So ‘they stoned 
Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

As he kneeled, he even prayed for the cruel men 


who threw the stones: ‘‘ Lord, lay not this sin‘to their- 


charge.”". Some who heard him could never. forget 
those words. Jesus had prayed in the same way for 
those who had crucified him. When Stephen had 
prayed these words he fell asleep in death; but I am 
sure he awoke in that heavenly home where he had 
just seen Jesus. The young man Saul, who was 
watching the coats, saw all that happened, and never 
forgot the wonderful face and prayer of Stephen as 
he died. 

That was long, long ago, yet people to-day all over 
the world honor Stephen for being so brave that he 
was willing to die oh ange sake. 

When soldiers die for their country, ple honor 
their graves by putting a flag there. (If you think 
about Stephen at home, perhaps you would like to 
draw a grave, and write ‘*Stephen"'on it; also a flag 
with these words, ‘‘ A brave Christian soldier.”’) 

His friends buried him, and all grieved that such a 

ood, kind man had been taken from their church. 
is life had been a blessing. 


Cuicaco, ILL 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: ‘Only from life can life come.” 
Make your characters live. ¥ 

I began the lesson by contrasting two wit- 

nesses, Peter and Stephen. I asked the girls to de- 

scribe Peter, letuing them give full play to their 


imaginations. They said he was ‘‘dark” and “tall” 
and ‘‘ regen One girl said that he looked ‘‘ stern,” 
another, ‘the said what he thought right out,” etc. 


I reviewed Peter's position as a-great leader, his 
close personal knowledge of Jesus, and his power 
with the ple. 

I then described Stephen’s position as deacon ; his 
probable duties. Elizabeth was asked to tell us 
about Eastern widows (assigned); I used Acts 6: 1-6, 
also verse 8, and tried to make Stephen a wise, kind, 
strong, rea/ man. I next pictured the group who 
disputed with him about his teachings, and asked 
the girls assigned the topics to tell us about the 
‘* Libertines” and the ‘*Grecian Jews;” also if they 
had ever heard a group of poole arguing a question 
on which they disagreed. Their descriptions of such 
a group were good. If people cannot convinced, 
and yet cannot answer the argument, what happens ? 
One girl said that when peo S began to argue there 
was almost always a quarrel. I asked them to read 
verses 10-15, and see the result of this dispute. We 
discussed it briefly, and I explained the word ‘* blas- 
phemy.” 

I then asked them to tell what they could of 
Stephen's address.’ They gave very well the names 
of the Old Testamvnt characters he mentioned (as- 
signed last week in Acts 7 : 2-50). We read together 
verses 51-54. I recalled Peter’s address before the 


ast lesson, the arrest, impris- _ 


Many. 


ome and began disputing with him. He gave. 


(Review it, as in the last lesson.) As he 


They became so angry that they would - 
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Sanhedrin and his words of condemnation in Acts 
3: 13-15. Wecom 5 

The rest of the lesson I told as a story, making the 
word-picture strong and vivid,—the council, forgetful 
of its dignity in its anger, the false witnesses, and 
the mob hurrying out through the city gates. (Elsie 
was called on for the laws regarding stoning.) I asked 
Elinor to read Stephen’s last words and prayer; 
and closed with a description of the persecution which 
tollowed, making very real the young man who at 
first stood by ‘‘ consenting unto his death,” and then 
went away to lead the F a pengaee 

The story is a powerful one, and not much more is 
needed. The story was told of two monks talking 
over together the story of Stephen. ‘He prayed his 
Master's peager,’ said one; ‘‘he was a wonderful 
witness, this first martyr.” ‘‘ Aye, he was,”’ said the 
other, ‘* but he had a wonderful Christ to witness for.” 

I reminded them that ‘: we also are his witnesses,” 
and he is indeed a wonderful Christ. I gave three 
on illustrations of what he has inspired gir/s to 

o, and asked them to'stop a moment just. before 
leaving for work. and school each day that week, and 
say to themselves, ‘‘I also am his witness.” 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 

The lesson just taught was assigned to be written 
in the note-books under the title, ‘‘Stephen, a Wit- 
ness—Faithful unte-Death.” 

The girls were asked to draw rough maps of Pal- 
estine and locate Jerusalem and Samaria, and to 
read Acts 8 : 4-25, and write two questions about it 
to ask the class. 

I gave clippings from old quarterlies to two girls 
regarding ‘‘ The Jews and the Samaritans;” to two 


‘others a marked paragraph and clipping about Simon 


and his magic; and asked two. more to find -in the 
ee aay story that Jesus told about a Samaritan 
(Luke 10 : 30-37). 

FITCHBURG, Mass. 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HE lesson passage selected being so much longer 
than usual, I decided to try a slightly different 
plan in beginning the class work. After our 

word of prayer we opened our Bibles, and to each of 
the nine boys present I made an assignment of a 
certain section. These were: (1).Acts 6: 1-8 ; (2) 
6 :.9-15; (3). 7: 1-8; (4) 759-16; (5). 7: 17-29; (6) 7: 
30-36; (7) 7: 37-44; (8) 7: 45-53; (9) 7:54 to 8: 3. 

Five minutes were allowed to read the sections as- 
signed carefully, and I told them to ‘‘read between 
the lines,” so that they could retell the story and an- 
swer certain questions as well. At the end of five 
minutes all Bibles were closed (including the teach- 
er’s), and the telling of the. story began. Each boy 
told his story without interruption; then I questioned 
him about facts omitted, or asked the class to supply 
these facts. Then, before passing to the next boy, I 
gave the one whose section was being considered a 
special question, and this we discussed a minute. 
These special questions (slightly modified after trying 
them) were as follows: 

1. Is the guidance of the Holy Spirit to be sought 
in any line of activity outside of preaching? It is— 
in every activity; it was needed for the men who 
were to ‘‘serve tables” as distinguished from the 
work of preaching and praying. 

2. How.was Stephen onabied to do such wonders 
among the people? He was ‘‘full of grace and 
power.” 

3. What striking characteristic did Stephen point 
out in Abraham? Faith; see verse 5, where we find 
the thing on which Abraham counted was a promise. 

4. In what way was Joseph wonderfully blessed ? 
‘*God was with him’’; in prison, and as the- king’s 
famed prince. Joseph needed God in all circum- 
stances, and had his presence and favor. 

5. Using verse 30 as a part of the answer, what 
were the two great periods of Moses’ preparation ? 
Forty years at Pharaoh’s court, forty years in the 
wilderness; eighty years to get ready for a life-work 
that lasted forty years. Don’t be in a hurry to start 
out on your life’s work; take plenty of time to pre- 
pare. 

6. What phrase do you find in this passage which 
—— God’s sympathy for people who suffer? 

erse 34. i 

7. Does God let people go into wilful sin if they 
insist on living that way? See verse 42. 

8. In what way did these Israelites follow their 
forefathers’ footsteps ?;; ‘heir ‘‘fathers” rejected 
the prophets; these later Israelites rejected the great 
Prophet, the Saviour himself. 

9. Whose name appears here for the first time ? 
Saul. I told in a few words of the great part Saul, 
later Paul, had played in the world’s history. 

I closed with a word of earnest thanks for the good 
work the fellows had done as their part of the lesson. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. What did those who were ‘scattered abroad ” 
do? 2. What wonderful things happetied in Sama- 
ria? 3. What well-known man believed and .was 














LESSON -FOR FEBRUARY 21 (Acts6: 1 to8 : 3) 


baptized ? 

sent from. ‘to Samaria? 5. 
- What did these two disciples ‘for ? 
6. What serious mistake did Simon 
make? 7. Did Simon repent? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Martyrdom of Stephen and 
Consequent Persecution 


I. Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 6: 1 
to 8 : 3). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


OW long the period of reluctant 
official toleration of the preaching 
., , Of the gospel .continued is not 
stated. We only know that it came to 
an abrupt end through the outspoken 
Jeadership of Stephen, -who by his a- 
' rations regarding the sighificant work 
of Jesus changed the Jewish leaders of 
all types into active and bitter foes. 

He came to the front as one of the 
seven men appointed to take charge of 
the almsgiving. ‘Those who were needy 
among the rae of foreign, birth who 
had accepted Christianity had been for 
some reason neglected in favor of those 
born in Palestine. This may have been 
due to partiality, yet the quick adjust- 
ment of the matter suggests that it was 
an oversight, caused by the increasing 
burden of details managed by the apos- 
tles. At all events, it led to the choice 
by the church of seven men, whose char- 
acter for honesty and spirituality guar- 
anteed their impartial management of 
the social and business affairs of the 
community. © 

The natural leader of the Seven was 
Stephen, a man of rare qualities and 
rare power, educated, earnest, and 
brave. His energy manifested itself 
quickly in more than the orderly and 
equitable distribution of alms. Stephen’s 
prominence and his frankness made him 
a teacher. He looked at the facts of 

: Christianity from a new angle,’ and de- 
duced conclusions that were ‘novel even 
to the professed disciples. 

From the charges brought against 
him, and from the tenor of his speech 
before the Sanhedrin, it is easy to con- 
jecture that Stephen, whose sympathies 
were with the prophetic rather than the 
legalistic conception of God and the law, 
had declared that Jehovah had punished 
his people before because of their per- 
versity, and would do so again, even by 
the loss of the holy temple, if they per- 
sisted in ignoring Jesus as the Messiah. 
His address was not so much a defense 
as an exposition of the ideas which occu- 
pied his mind. Going back in prophetic 
fashion to the promise made to Abra- 
ham, Stephen emphasized the develop- 
ment which had taken place in God’s 
dealings with his people. One advance 
led to another. Todainn was not the 
conclusion of this growth, but one of the 
stages. Nor was the temple the only 
possible habitation of God. He could 
make his dwelling-place anywhere. Nor 
was their rejection of Jesus any final 
evidence against his Messiahship. So 
they had asa people rejected even Moses, 
and aheonenl recognized and regretted 
their error. 

It was the evident truth of Stephen’s 
countercharge that sealed his doom. It 
was a mob that murdered him, not a 
court. Their pretense at the observance 
of legal forms was a mockery. They 
could not endure such great ideas of God 
and his grace. 

There followed a bitter persecution in 
which both Sadducees and Pharisees 
joined. It drove many of the Christians 
from Jerusalem, 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing suggestions for the successful 
conduct of a Bible class, and giving the names and 
rices of reference works bearing on the current 
essons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for four cents in stamps. 

Bartlett’s ‘* Apostolic Age ” (pp. 27-33), 
or ‘*‘ Acts” (pp. 183-208), or Stifler’s ‘‘ In- 
troduction” (pp. 55-67), are very helpful 
in understanding the situation. Bird’s 
‘Paul of Tarsus” gives many details 
interesting * to...a class (pp. 122-130), 
Purves’ ‘‘The Apostolic Age” (pp. 51- 
55, 40-42) adds others. 





What two disciples wete"|-Hi--SuGCESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF 
erusalem : . 


[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable 
for discussion, the themes in which adults will be 
interested. It is intended to afford hints for a variety 
of treatments rather than one unvarying method.]} 


One of the great ideas to which Stephen |_ 


ve’ ex n-was that God ‘is’ ever 

unfolding his will to men in a fresh way. 

ss is the most definite character- 
istic of his dealings. We are to look 
ahead, not behind. 

The Source of Murmuring. Who 
were the Hellenistic Jews, and why 
should they have been neglected ? 

The Choice of the Seven. 
the apostles advise the brethren to meet 
the emergency ? What was their chief 
reason ? 

The Character of Stephen. What 
made Stephen a leader? How did he 
surpass the others among the Seven ? 

His Activity. In what work was he 
quickly ? With-what resuit ? 


. His A p> dnc to the Sanhedrin. What | A 


did he declare about God's policy with 
Israel? What did he say about the tem- 
ple? What did he imply regarding Ju- 
daism’s relation to Christianity ? 

His Death and its Outcome. What 
was .the technical cause for his con- 
demnation? What was the real causé ? 
Was the persecution justifiable in Paul's 
eyes? Is persecution ever justifiable ? 


IV. For Home Srupy on Next WEEk’s 
LESSON. 


1. When had Samaria been rahe 
evangelized? 2. Why was Philip ss - 
iarly well fitted to do this work ? hat 
was Simon’s’sin ? 4. How was this suc- 
cess in Samaria especially significant ? 


WasHBuURN COLLEGE; TorpeKA, KANSAS, 


Convention Calendar 


South Carolina, at Orangeburg, February 16-18 
Louisiana, at Jennin + « « » March 23-25 
Texas, at Fort Worth. .°. . . . March 25-29 
North Carolina, at Concord , .. . April 6-8 
South Dakota, at Parker’. . . . . April 13-15 
Virginia, at Roanoke. . ... - «April 14-16 
Mississippi, at Jacksonville . . . . April 20-22 








Alabama, at Montgomery . .. . April 27, 28 
Kansas, at ‘lopeka . ..°. . May 4-6 
Child Saved 


By Simple Change to Right Food 


When a little human machine (or a 
large one) goes wrong, nothing is so 
important as the selection of food which 
will bring it around again. 

‘*The Doctor, and I also,” writes an 
Ills. woman, ‘‘ consider that we owe the 
dife of my little four-year-old niece to 
Grape-Nuts food. 

‘‘From the time of her birth her stom- 
ach was so weak she could not digest 
milk or any food we could think of, 
although we tried about all the Infant 
Foods known. The doctor gave me no 
hope—called the trouble Intestinal con- 
sumption. 

‘*At 18 months the child could barely 
sit alone, her body was so weak, and her 
brain did not seem to be properly de- 
veloped. 

‘*One day, having some trouble with 
my stomach, I brought home a pack 
of Grape-Nuts and started to use it. 
The thought came to me that a very 
little of the food made soft in some cream 
might be good for the little one. 

‘*I gave her some Grape-Nuts thus 
prepared, and she soon became so fond 
of it that she would reach out her little 
thin hands and cry at the sight of a 
saucer with a spoon in it. 

‘*She ate Grape-Nuts not only in the 
morning, but at night also, and since 
the first has never missed a day. She 
is now, at four years, a strong, healthy 
child with a good straight back, fine 
bones, and firm muscles. Her mind is 
bright also. 

‘* We stopped all medicine, so we know 
that it was Grape-Nuts and not medi- 
cines that saved her. 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘“There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time to time.’ Th 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


How did |' 
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The hand-book of = up-to-date teacher 
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Thirty-fifth annual volume. 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST COMMENTARY 
ON THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1909 
ex- 


masterpiece of “3 ¥4 research, concise 
haustive, presented in a systematic, pare hes and 
scholarly manner, Regular price, $1.25 postpaid. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Ypon request, untii March 15, we will 
Select ad postpaid to any reader e 
Sunday School Times—allow him to use it for two 


weeks, then either return the book or send us $1.25. 


Accept it—why "3!" 2% work 


ers have used it annu- 
ally, and cannot do without it. Can you ask fora 
better guarantee of its value? Try it—free—by send- 


ing a postal request to the publishers, 
Boston W. A. Wilde Company Chicago 








} write : 


* 81 
Music 
Lessons Free 


IN YOUR OWN HOME 


A wonderful offer to every lover of music whether 
a beginner or an advanced player. 

Ninety-six lessons (or a less number if you desire) 
for either Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, Banjo, Cor- 
net, Sight Singing, or Mandolin will be given free 
to make our home study courses for these instru- 
ments known in your locality. You will get one les- 
son weekly, and your only expense during the time 
you take the lessons will be the cost of postage and 
the music you use, which is small, Write at once, 
It will mean much to you to get our free booklet. 
It will place you under no obligation whatever to us 
if you never write again. You and your friends 
should know of this work. Hundreds of our pupils 
“Wish I had known ef your school ‘before.’’ 
‘(Have :learned more in one term in my home with 
your weekly lessons than in three terms with private 
teachers, and at a great deal less expense.’ “‘ Every- 
thing is so thorough and complete.” “The lessons 
are marvels of simplicity, and my 11 year old boy has 
not had the least trouble to-learn.”’ One minister 
writes; “As each succeeding lesson comes I am 
more and more fully persuaded I made no mistake in 
becoming your pupil.” 

We have been established nine years--have thou- 
sands of pupils from eight years of age to seventy. 

Don’t say you cannot learn music till you send for 
our free booklet and tuition offer. It will be sent by 
return mail free. Address U. S. SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC, Box 201, 295 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 





Do You Know 


that the Bible in common use up to 1901 


was revised in 1611, three hundred 
years ago, and contains many words 
not now in common use, and therefore 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


was revised in 1901, and 
is therefore the latest 
and best version of the 
Scriptures, because it 
hasthe benefit of ancient , 
manuscripts discovered 
since 1611, and had for 
reference the revisions 
by England, Germany, 
France, Holland; Nor- 
way,Sweden, Denmark, 


Interesting booklet sent free 


Our free book tells the story of this great tra 
lation, and what the leading editors and teachers 
and p’ denominations think of it. 


THOMAS WELSON & SONS 


Bible publishers for 560 years 
37a East 18th Street, New York 




















Tufts College 


Frederick W. Hamilton, D.D., LL.D., Pres. 
Gives DEGREES IN 


oie FF ) 
r 





Letters ‘Theology 
Science _ Medicine 
Engineering Dentistry 


For catalogue, or other information, address 
PHILIP M. HAYDEN, Secretary 
TUFTS COLLEGE P. O., MASSACHUSETTS 


OVERNMENT POSITIONS 
N12 plinth 


Civil Service 
about all ernment ons q 
cently used by the Civil Service Commission, 


COLUMBIAN CORRESP, COLLEGE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
HOLY LAND 23:2" 20h of 


Europe. Eleventh 

Gricntal Sous. _ Spat %, J uly, pane eer = 
accomm ons, Ow rai 

to $650. Rev. Ray ALLEN, Rochester, N. Y. 


























LEARN VETERINARY DENTISTRY 
end $2000 a@year. We teach you at home in 


make three months of your 6 time 
Rarticolare lectures oe ry Re wi Doutai 
ulars Free. - erina enta 
llege. Detroit. Mich. ” 


Other tours, long and short, at 
most moderate rates. at once. The 


FUROPE—tner MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 
Temple Tours, 8—C. Bescon 8t.. Boston, Mass. 








D®9RFE COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
- Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa, 








Now Ready 





theories. 
of the Bible. 


except in works covering many volumes. 


ness, 


treasury of scriptural biography, archeology, ethnology and natural history. 
will be for many years to come the standard Dictionary of the Bible in one volume. 
No other work can compare with it for completeness, reliability and authoritative- 
Full descriptive circular and specimen pages will be sent free on request. 


The Latest and Best 





One Volume 
Dictionary of the Bible 


EDITED BY 
JAMES HASTINGS, D.D. 


This work represents the best modern scholarship and is free from speculative 
It is-the most valuable contribution in one volume to the understanding 
It is a masterpiece of biblical literature and will be indispensable to 
Bible students, ministers, Sunday-school superintendents and teachers. 
tains a wealth of information about the Bible which cannot be had elsewhere 


It con- 


It isa 
It 


It is more than a dictionary. 





Over 1000 pages. 


Bound in cloth. 


Price, $5.00 net. 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


153-157 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


MADE PERFECT BY FORTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE. 


*t take any 


best of all shine will 


Ornanient. 


It shines a poeeible and it fever last. 
ee lg eed sagt pT 
"ie other said to be just as good. 


MORSE BROS., Props., e 





. Canton, Mass., U.S.A. 





This Paper 


Penge 


az ISSUES) 


Every Week 


Ha a, 





Will you say so to your fellow work- 


ers who are just 
help that you are havinge A free 
specimen copy will be sent to each 


one whose name 
send us. 


THE SUNDAY SC 


1031 
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Classified Advertising 
For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 
Scripture. Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 











Real Estate 


CASH for your farm, home, business or other property. 

We have unexcelled facilities for making quick 
cash sales. If you want to buy or seil, write us at 
ence. Northwestern Business Agency, Bank of Com- 
merce Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 








Business Opportunities 


% REGISTERED GOLD BONDS, Security 400% 
ew York Real Estate; interest eomy-ouneaty, 
guaranteed; any denomination, $300,000 assets : high- 
est Church and Bank References. Mooklet SS sent 
upon request. New York Realty Owners, 489 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 


Gye Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, February 6, 1909 











Eutered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 7§ cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
. copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will ry “ne 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





now missing the 


and address you 
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HOOL TIMES CO. 


WALNUT ST,, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 











A NEW EPOCH” 


is marked by the issue of 
this book. It is what you 
WORSH | P have waited for. 

** 1 telegraphed this morning 


for 200 copies. But one voice in 
the decision.”’ 
** Just the book I should de- 


SERVICE pisticckegr renal schoots." 
** Best ever published.” 

NDAY Note department for Sun- 
poled Intro. 30 cents, cloth. 

Free exam. copy to supts. 


day-school choirs and 32 
pages of special services. 
The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 




















ALLOWE 


By I. ALLAN SANKEY, soa of IRA D. SANKEY 
$25 per hundred 


Returnable samples mailed to “ earnest inquirers " 


GIPSY SMITE’S 


HYMNS 
NEW and OLD 


35c. each by mail 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 





The Adult 
Bible Class 


the thousands. 


men’s Bible classes. The author, 


ment ; he knows how to reach, 


how in this book. 


Sunday School: Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





well organized, has brought the 
men into the Sunday-school by 


The «*How'’ book tells about 


Marshall A. Hudson, is founder 
of the Baraca Bible Class move- 


hold, and teach men, and ke tells 
It will be sent 
to you by mail for 50 cents. Ask 
for The ‘‘How’’ Book. The 








| Best that you 





| Ask Marion Lawrance! | 


ONTARIO.—A lady teacher in our Sunday- 
school has had a class of boys for upwards 
of ten years. The boys ranged in age from 
twelve to sixteen when she began to teach,— 
now, of course, they are young men, She has 
been eminently successful, and under her guid- 
ance a number of them have joined the church ; 
and she has taught them to open and close the 
exercises with prayer, and also had them take 
turns in teaching the class. If one left town 
she wrote to the minister or friends in the place 
which he went, corresponded with him when 

ible, and has never ceased to have a lively 
nterest in their welfare. She has really given 
the greater part of her time, outside her home 
duties, to the interest of this class. 

During the past year we have had a change 
in superintendents and, in a teachers’ -meeting 
lately, it was suggested in an indirect manner 
that it might be Better to have a man teacher 
for these young men. 

The lady in question is in doubt what to do. 
While feeling a natural regret at parting from 
those with whom she has been so long and 

asantly associated, she wishes to do what 

best.—J. E. S. 

The lady teacher in question is to be 
commended for having held a class of 
these ages for ten years. This, together 
with the fact that a number of them 
have been led into the Christian life, 
should be sufficient proof that she is a 
successful teacher. er manner of fol- 
lowing up the young men when they 
moved to other localities shows a degree 
of interest that is commendable and that 
is not always seen in teachers. 

Ali things being equal, however, it 
seems to me it would be better for them 
to have a man teacher. This. view is 
now held much more generally than ever 
before. If the rule were made to apply 
in the particular Sunday-school in ques- 
tion, the lady teachers who have boys’ 
and men’s classes ought not to be made 
uncomfortable. If they are making a 
success of their classes, let them alone. 





PHILADELPHIA.—We contemplate regrad- 
ing our school and would like to have your 
advice as to the best’ method—whether it be 

e or a set standard of efficiency. In the first 
place, we have only the one large room for 
main school and separate primary department 
room. We have fifteen classes, ranging in ages 
from eight years to those in the adult Bible 
class. Our primary scholars now are promoted 
to the main school at the age of eight. Kindly 
state if in your opinion this is the right age. 

We have also organized a teacher-training 
class and meet every week. We are very anx- 
ious that our school shall be a ‘‘ Front Line"’ 
school, and will spare no energy to make it 
such.—H. B. L. 


I should think that eight years was 
too young to promote from the primary 
department to the main room. They 
ought to be able to read their Bible 
fairly well, for the lessons are generally 
read there in public, and at any rate they 
ought to be able to readin the class. It 
is possible under the most favorable con- 
ditions to have a grading basis largely 
upon a standard of efficiency, but for 


the most part the age basis, modified by: 


a standard of efficiency, produces the 
most satisfactory results and is the most 
easily —* The largest and best 
graded Sunday-schools in the country for 
the most part are graded on the age 
basis. The educational standards are 
not arbitrarily set as a basis for promo- 
tion, but are used as a sort of supple- 
mental condition for honorable promo- 
tion. That is to say, the scholars are 
ae arbitrarily upon the age basis, 

ut having completed certain educational 
conditions in a satisfactory manner, are 
promoted with honor. The difficulty 
with a strictly educational basis is that 
new-comers entering the school would be 
classified with great difficulty, for they 
would not have acquired the knowledge 
that is required of the regular members 
of the school, who had been there for 
years. There is always a difficulty in 
grading a school, much greater than in 
properly grading new scholars as they 
enter. On this account it is not usually 
wise to disturb classes arbitrarily, arid 
separate scholars and teachers against 
their will. If the whole matter is-prop- 
erly presented, the classes will gradually 
fall into line. If at first some do not, 
they will be glad to do so later.- I.sug- 
rocure Axtell’s. ‘‘The 
rganized Sun ro arm " (50. cents). 
It will give you valuable suggestion: 





‘FEBRUARY 6, 1909 


The World’s Convention 


To all who are interested in the work of the 
Sunday-school throughout the world— 
Greeting : 


At the World’s Fifth Sunday School Con- 
vention, held in the city of Rome, it was 
resolved that thereafter the organization 
should be known as the World’s Sunday 
School Association and should hold triennial 
conventions, An Executive Committee was 
chosen to carry forward the work of the 
Association and determine the time and 
place for holding the next convention. ~ 

After careful consideration of all the places 
suggested for our next meeting, the unani- 





.mous choice of the Committee is the city 


of Washington, D. C., United States of 
America. ‘ 

In Jerusalem in 1904 we assembled in a 
tent erected upon the slope of a ‘‘ green hill 
just outside the city walls.’’ On one side 
was Calvary, with the Garden Tomb not far 
away; on. the other, the Mount of Olives, 
with Gethsemane nestling at its base. Our 
next convention met in 1907 in the city of the 
Cesars on the banks of the Tiber, the waters 
of which were once crimsoned with the blood 
of Christian martyrs who gave their lives in 
testimony of their faith. 

The surroundings of these conventions 
were such that our thoughts naturally cen- 
tered upon the beginnings and the early his- 
tory of the Church of Jesus Christ. At 
Washington our minds will turn toward the 
future as we consider how best to use the 
facilities offered by modern civilization for 
promoting the study of the Word of God, 
and the development of the Sunday-school 
cause throughout the world. 

Meeting in the capital of the youngest of the 
larger nations we shall see much of the New 
World’s life—its material prosperity, its prog- 
ress in science and art, in education and 
philanthropy ; but pre-eminently the evidence 
of the faith and missionary spirit which are 
writing the story of Sunday-school achieve- 
ment, " 

Even as we were guided by the Holy Spirit 
in the selection of the places for holding the 
previous conventions, so now we believe the 
same unerring hand has led us to accept 
the cordial invitation of the Sunday School 
Association of the District of Columbia to 
hold our next convention in the city of 
Washington. 

Your Executive Committee therefore offici- 
ally announces that the World’s Sixth Sun- 
day School Convention will be held in the 
city of Washington, D. C., in the United 
States of America, May Nineteenth to 
Twenty-fourth inclusive, in the year Nineteen 
Hundred and Ten; and all who are inter- 
ested in the work and progress of the Sunday- 
school are invited to be present. 


Gro, W. BAILEy, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, 


North American Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 


ad 
The Acts in Alphabet 


Ascension of Christ. 
B aptism of Holy Spirit awaited. 
C hoosing of Matthias. 
Descent of the Holy Spirit. 
E xperiment in communism. 
First Christian martyr. 
G reat persecution of the church. 
H oly Spirit given to Samaritans. 
Inthe desert. Philip baptizes Ethiopian 
eunuch, 
J ourneys of Saul to Damascus. 
K indness of Barnabas to Saul. 
L, ife restored to Dorcas. 
Mission of Peter to Cornelius, 
N éws of Antioch revival reaches Jerusa- 
lem. 
O rganization of missions at Antioch. 
P aul’s first missionary journey. 
Queer experience at Lystra. 
Return,to Antioch. Report to church. 
Second missionary journey. 
T hird ‘missionary journey. 
U nder arrest at Czsarea, Paul preaches 
to rulers. 
V oyage to Rome. 
W onderful experience at Malta. 
X ceptional privileges granted Paul at 
Rome. 
Y earning over the Roman Jews. 
. Zeal to win-all men to Chfist. 
—Mrs. J. R: Dowdell, Lafiyetie, Ala. 








LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 21 


Weak Little Boys 


Sets al te etvene contoke 


were sickis bene boys years ago. 
Many of them vod Re ™ 


Scott’s Emulsion 


papery may bor eo bh 
a power mat changed them 
dans weak, ys in 
strong, robust boys. 

It nes the same power to-day. 
Boss ree 


out of 
weak get food and t makes 
children grow. 





SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York 


Do 1 You Hear Well? 





letely satiaf: 
easy and 
it ee 
8.Patent No.763,576) ren- 
ders unn 
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of the:.ear. that, 
@. Lideoks, 288 18th Ave., May- Sti fects gaturat, 
wood, Ill, wears an 9 its y 
wv ft rare ee gradually eet tore 
Prominent Business Man’s Opinion 
STOLZ. EE RECO MONS CO., Chicago.—Iam pleased 


to say that the 
small in phony Ane y 
PREFERABLE TO ANYI 
lhavetried ali ofthem Ica 
sons who have defective Saves 
sale Grocer, Michigan Ave. an 





‘oal 
+ my Ww. yo 
icago. 
Write or call at our Chicago office mp ahi ~ 
pers: mal home test offer and list of PF mer nowre pod wane 
who will answer inquiries. Physicians cordially invited to 
(call if you can). 


Jinvestigate. Address or 
1642, Stewart Bide. Chicage 





STOLZ ELECTROPHONE CO. 
Branch Offices: Philadelphia, Cinci 5 
Pittsburg, Los Angeles, Seattle, = 7 
Foreign Office: 82-85 Fleet St., London, Eng. 











(Acts 6 : 1 to 8: 3) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, February 21, 1909. 
Pilgrim’s Progress Series. II. The 
Slough of Despond. (Psa. 69: 1-4, 

13-18 ; 40 : 1-3). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Elijah in despair (1 Kings 19: 1-8). 

‘TuES.—Three bitter days (Acts 9 : 1-11). 

WEbD.—The soul cast down (Psa. 42 : 1-6). 

THURS.—The way out of despair ses ag gt). 

FR1.—Faith’s — (Rom. 5 

Sat.—The _ that never fails (Phil. 4 
47). 











| for me wait no more. 
| once came running to meet me are still now 





RS worst corn. Its 


'@ effect is quick and soothing. No irrita- 
tion or blood poisoning. 

15 cents at dru By . o But Ae 
Gian* Chemical Co., Ph 


ladeiphia. 


Paul’s Life 
at a Glance 


Send for “A Chart of 
Paul’s Journeyings,” by 
Arnold. Clear outline 
journey maps; and the 
principal events and 
places arranged in eas- 
ily read columns ; all on 
one sheet of paper, 12 
by 19 inches. Folds 
within stiff covers small 
enough to slip into one’s 
pocket. Twenty cents. 
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Name some cause of despondency. : 
Tell how you overcome downheartedness. 
How may we learn really to trust God more? 


NE of the most fruitful sources of de- 
spondency is envy and covetousness. 
We see some one else who has an 
easier time than we have, who does not work 
as hard as we work, or who does not work 
at all, and who yet is paid far better than we. 
He has a nicer homeand more money and 
more toys and we compare our lot with his and 
are unhappy: If we would lay aside all jeal- 
ousy and covetousness, we would be freed | 
from our unhappiness. 


At a certain surburban station each even- 
ing a little man is accustomed to get off the 
train on his way home from his work in the 
city. The little man almost always has 
bundles with him, for he has to do his shop- 
ing as cheaply as possible and save at each 
corner. Other meh get off the same train 
and some get into their carriages and some 
into their automobiles and ride off. ‘The lit- 
tle man walks. But he is full of cheer. Not 
an envious look does he cast at his rich 
neighbors. His eyes.are up the road toward 
a spot where two children are waiting for- 
him,» Ashe draws near, they run and_ take 
his bundles and hug and kiss him and all 
three walk off together to the simple home 
where another waits for him with eyes that 
grow brighter when.-he comes. He has 
learned the secret of freedom from despon- 
dency. 

% 


** But,’? some one says, *‘2 would : be 
happy, too, if I could have such greetings in 
the evenings. But those who once waited 
The little feet that 


and the light went out, one dark day, from 
the eyes that watched for me in the ev ening. 
I am weary.”” ‘Yes, friend,’’ we reply. 
**yours is the experience of all the world. 
It will come to the little man, too, in time. 
But this is not our abiding home. | Look up 
and forward. ‘There is a land full of little faces 
and the Lord himself has wiped all their tears | 
away. There, beyond all pain and weari- 
ness, those we loved long since and lost a 
while are waiting for us. Let us be glad in 
their gladness, and rejoice that where we 
would be they are, in the safe-keeping of the 
Saviour.”’ 


% 


Let us cease to compare ourselves with | 


others. Paul tells us that this is not wise. 
And surely it is not. Our own life is our 
concern. What another man gets is not our 
concern. We stand to our own Master and 
should have our dealings with him alone, 
without reference to the way he has chosen 
for the education of other souls. 


% 

It is our unwillingness to do this and to 
trust God that makes us wretched. We 
want our own will rather than God’s will. 
We are sure that our plan is better than his. 
It is not. We can’t see three stages off. 
We want to alter his will, do we? Well, 
what would result from our plan, and what 
would result from that, and what from that ? 
We cannot tell. Come, let us cease trying 
to replan the universe, and let us be willing 
to accept God’s will and do our duty. Then 
we shall be content. 


But sin is never God’s will or our duty. 
And the world is full of sin. It breeds con- 
stant despondency and despair. If we accept 
these as the will of God, we shall only make 
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| our slough and the world’s more dismal 


still. We shall escape from this slough by 
refusing to accept sin and all its consequences 
in society as°God’s will. We shall be hap- 
piest. and most “ieee in warring against 
them, against all the dejection due to bad 
sanitary conditions which should be rectified, 
against all the misery due to poverty and 
want which should be permanently relieved. 


God’s sorrow over sin we all must share. 
But we are meant to live in God’s eternal 


joy. 





Children at Home 








Washington’s Adventure 
By Elizabeth Roberts Burton 


ELL me something to play, Howard, 
—do tell me something to play,’’ 
d Norman of his big brother, 
who was studying his history lesson. 

** Play that = are General Washington 
taking his soldiers across the Delaware 
River to attack the German soldiers. I have 
just been studying about that, and I think it 
would be a good game. This is just the 
kind of esaiher to "Uke that, too, for it all 
_ happened on a bitter cold night when the 
| river was full of great blocks of ice that 
| bumped against the boats and almost crushed 
| them.”’ 

‘*That will be a good game,” agreed 
Norman, ‘‘I’ll borrow mama’s little cake- 
pans and use them for boats, and I’ll put 
my tin soldiers in the boats and they can use 
spoons for oars. My blocks will do for the 
blocks of ice that almost crush the boats, 
and this rug shall be the river,’’ and then he 
went downstairs for the cake-pans and 
spoons, 


mama. ‘‘I am afraid that your men will 
suffer a great deal.”’ 

‘*Madam,’’ answered Norman, solemnly, 
| ‘a soldier must think of neither heat nor | 
cold. He must think only of his country.’’ 

The soldiers were brought out and formed 
in line, and then at the order ‘‘ Forward,” 
which Norman called in a loud voice, they 
entered the boats. 

**Forward, march!’’ Norman again 
shouted, and the soldiers, with their spoon- 
oars, started across the river. Oh, how 
bitter, bitter cold it was, and how those 
dreadful :blocks of ice did push up against 
the little boats! But the soldiers were very 
brave, and General Washington shouted 
‘« Forward!” to them a great many times, 
| and they didn’t give up, although it was so 
[ cold. 

‘*We must move very quietly,’’ the 
| general said, ‘‘so that the enemy does not 
hear us coming. It is much too dark for 
them to see. 

The soldiers rowed through the dark night, 
and at last they had gotten quite across the 
dreadful river. 

‘*Land !”’ cried-the general, softly. 

‘*Form in line!’’ he next commanded, 
and soon all the soldiers were standing in 
line in front of the town, in which the people 
were still asleep. The day before had been 
Christmas, and the German soldiers had 
eaten a great deal of supper and gone to bed 
late, so that they were very sound asleep 
now. They did not dream that General 
Washington and his men were so near. 
Everything. had been very still among them 
when suddenly—what was that! They 
heard the bugle blow. Sleepy and fright- 
ened, they jumped from their beds, but it 
was too late. 

General Washington and his brave men 
were already among them, making prisoners 
ofthem. - 

‘* Ah, if we only hadn’t: gone to bed so 
late and slept so soundly!”’ they groaned, 
but they should have thought of -that before. 

Maybe they would have been more careful 
if they had been fighting for their own 
country, but they had been hired by the 
English to help them. 

‘*We have a thousand prisoners, gentle- 
men,’’ said General Washington when he 
had time to talk to his officers, ‘‘ and only 
three of our men are lost, one killed, and 
two frozen. We have had a great victory.’’ 

And when Norman put his soldiers away 
he thought he had-had a great good time. 
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What is Income 
Insurance? 


It is, as the name implies, 
insurance which will protect 
you against loss of income, 
doctor's bills and the like, in 
case you fall ill or suffer acci- 
dent, and are prevented from 
following your regular occupa- 
tion. Costs little — benefits 
paid promptly. No physical 
examination required. The 
best policy ever offered. 
Agents Wanted Everywhere 
Fill out and return ooupen for 





“ This is a very cold night, General,’’ said | 


further particulars 
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Empire State Surety Co. 
86 William Street, New York 


Offices in all important cities 


‘Please send me your Income Insurance 
per advertisement in The Sunday 
imes. 


School 


Nameé........ 





Street. 








Town and State 


\ “IT MADE $12 0% 


DAY} 
Selling This 7-Piece Kitchen Set” 
From eworn statement of H. &. CUNNINGHAM. 
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For Nursing? T Ss We provide 
Cur modern sys- R ome » Study 
sary develop iu . “ ated 
sure! ev t. 08; 
A tirected th H when dectred. 


m8. Employment 


bis physi- 
LO" Write now for 
catalog. Magazine 
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suooesul grade I 
and otherwise. 
mim © 
tarwe | FOR NURSES 
633 CRILLY BLDG.,CHICAGO,! 
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tes Church Pews, 


and 
Office 
by number only 
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PULPITS, Cotction 


Bank Furniture, 
for Catalog 
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—E. B. STAFFORD MFG. C8., CHICAGO | 








TEMPORE—The Royal Road to Oratory—prac- 
tical treatise on verbal memory—words—con- 
denses in — ry ey 4 yours. Sampie 4 

eS, 10C.; Clot 1.00; Oxfor: x Di- 
vevelty Book Co., 249 Grand St., N.Y. SSEAKi IN 








When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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the city. 

cleanliness 
thatcity. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small ex 
so much the better. 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 


THE MAYOR Y 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
‘lhe brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO.”’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 


ually important is the 
- the smallest home in 


mse, 
A cake 



















SHAW FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B. & BE. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKEKS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 


Communion Tables, 
: Fonts, 


= a) 81 Causeway St., Boston, Mass. 


Catalogue on request. 
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THE GREAT CHURCH 
or eiectric, 
aeniis: 1. P. Prink, 551 Pearl St., New York 


LIGHT 


Fas. or oil. Send 


took of Light and 











‘ing and drinking, are formed by follow- 


in 


upon children, 


ever since I can remember, but even as 


frequently refused to retain food. 

all the time and was, as I found out 
later, the cause of the stomach rebelling 
against food. 


lowing the example of my elders that I 


fo 


habit of drinking coffee. 
remained poor, nerves unstrung, fre- 
quent headache, and yet I did not sus- 
pect the true cause, 


complexion for which I spent time and 
money for creams, massaging, etc, with- 
out any results, 


try Postum, and would you believe it, I, 
an old coffee toper, took to Postum from 
the very first. 
cording to directions on the pk 
had a most delicate flavour and I at once 
quit coffee with the happiest results. 


skin, fine digestion. and haven't had a 
headache in over two years.” 

Creek, Mich: Read, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 


one appears from time to time. 


we genuine, true, and full of human 
n 


Didn’t Know 
Coffee was the Cause 
Many daily habits, particularly of eat- 
our elders. 

n this way ill health is often fastened 
A Georgia lady says: 
‘*T had been allowed to drink coffee 
child I bad a weak stomach which 


‘* The taste of coffee was in my mouth 


‘*T now see that it was only from fol- 


rmed and continued the miserable 
My digestion 


‘* Another trouble was a bad, muddy 


‘« After I was married I was asked to 


We made it right—ac- 
. and it 


‘*T now have a perfectly clear, smooth 


** There’s a Reason.” 
Name. given by Postum Co., Battle 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
They 
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WONDERFUL BOOK BARGAIN 


Every Book Newly Made 





’s Bible Com- Bible. N 





Jamieson, Pogegst and Brow Kitto’ Nustreted History of the ° 
mentary. (2 Vols.) A com commen es athe done more to clothe with a fresh 
—critical, explanatory, and practical—on the O' and living interest the main and inci- 
and New ‘lest ts. © of notes that are} dents in Bible history than Jonn Kuirrto in this 


concise, learned, and easily understood, that eluci- 
date the difficult passages of Scripture. 1380 pages. 


eee work. Over 100,000 copies have been 
sol 
Former price, $9.00. 


Former price, $4.50. 





wee Gives Vere of ham de J and 


development—intellectual and religious—in Pales- 
tine, to serve as a frame ckground for the 
picture of Christ. A life of the Saviour which is 
critical as wel : 








‘Pausset’s Critical and Expository Bible Cyclo-| 
ia. This eat work is the resale of a0, db yates 

of labor by the author, contains fhree thousand 
seven hundred articles, and makes a complete and 


Bible C th mn pages 
pestis Bible Cy" ormer eice, $5.00. . 


Conybeare Howson's Life and Episties of ; : A, 
St. Paul. here is no work that will compare} from the literature of all ages, with complete index 
with this in gi 


giving a life-like picture of the great] of authors and subjects. 68: pages. Former price, 
apostle and t 


able aid to Ministers, 





Three Thousand Selected Quotations. By. Jo- 
stan GILBERT. Burning words of brilliant wrifers 





- 735 double-column pages, 220 illustrations. as 1524 pages. 2 vols. 
a Former price, $6.00. 
Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible. An indispens- igiou 
cor Teachers, Families, Suuday- > shopedin RB awd 
school superintendents, and B ers gene- Church Hi Bible Hist Names 
52% 1024 pages, finely illustrated. Former price, Customs, Decci C 4 “ 


nomina- 
tions, The Early Church, The the-Refor- 
mation, the various Young People’s Societies, 
Theologians, Scholars, Cathedrals, (pearehes, etc. 


5" beautifully illustrated. Former price, 








work which he did. r1or4 large'oc- -00. 
tavo 


ges, many fine illustrations, maps, c Th 
e Complete Works of Flavius Josephus. 
etc. Formerly $4.50. this —— 7 work is contained the wee and An- 
Cruden’s Complete Concordance. Scripture is} © tiquities of the Jews :. Destruction of Jerusalem by 
the best interpreter of Scripture and, next to the} the Romans; Dissertations concerning Jesus 
Bible,.no volume is of greater value to the Bibles Christ, John the Baptist, the Just, and the 
student than Cruden’s Concordance. 756 pages. sacrifices of Isaac. Nearly 1,000 pages. Former 
’ Former price, $1.50. 


arts, In 








price, $4.00. 





The mod- 


Land and the Book. 
inating the anci and the 





An invaluable and charming. classic 
great missionary forty-five years in Syria. Three 
volumes, ayeragi pages each, beautifully 
printed and bound ; 6 maps, over roo fine fuil-page 
woodcuts, besides several hundred in the text. 
Former price, $12. 








CASH PRICES 
° 18 Vols., be | 8 Vols., $14.00 warded at once on receipt of cash price or first 
10 “ 12.00 0 rT) 45:38 charges. Customers at remote points or in forei 
“ 10. “ “2 perv: ver cost of postage or express. 
S “ 2. “ Por take 
4 6 exam tion return m 
2 st 4.00 2 “ “00 bility, we refer you to The 





On the Monthly Pa ment Plan we require an advance of $2 with order 

How to Order = and promise to pay 1 monthly until pe ment is compl: . Book 
{nstallmen t of $2. Comgmacs pay Gots or express 
countries desiring us to prepa to send 30c. 


one ucting only the return transportation 
Sunday School Times; or to any commercial agency. 


$ for- 


fe delivery. teed to any station in the country 
's' 


tory in ten days after 


As to our relia- 
Established 1866. 























BUILD A $5,000 BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN 


In the past year I have started 600 ambitious men toward business independence ; 
290 have already established permanent Collection Agencies. My first student 
—Clyde Z. Curlee, Oklahoma City—has developed the largest Collection Business 
in the Southwest. 

Every month 50 more join our Co-operative Bureau—freé to graduates, secur- 
ing valuable business from each other and from hundreds of the largest business 
firms everywhere. 


Facts—Results—Proof of Earnings—not mere expectations 


‘*In less than two months | have netted $110 in ee time only,’’ 
writes Henry Bickner, Ir., Schenectady, N. Y. ‘* Made $175 on one claim,’’ 
says A. W. Wolf of Chicago. ** $50 over and above my expenses in one 
week,’’ reports G. R. Short, Tacoma, Wash. ‘*‘ Collections $1332 last 
month.’’—W. V. Trammel, Birmingham. Ala. 

Send me a post-card for Free Pointer and proof of every claim I make. 


W. A, Shryer, Pres., AMERICAN COLLECTION SERVICE, 46 State St. DETROIT, MICH. 














JRURPEE'S Seeds Grow! <4 
Burpee Business Grows! «,... 


ple o 
seud THE SILENT SALESMAN of the World’s Largest Mail-order Seed Trade,—if you ash for tt, 
with the statement that you value QUALITY IN SEEDS. An elegant Book of 174 pages, it tells 


the plain truth about the Best Seeds that can be 
BURPEE, Philadelphia 


Grown. Do you want a copy? If so address 

















terest. 





Henderson’s Seeds Free 


To introduce our new 1909 seed catalogue, ‘‘ Every- 
thing for the Garden ’’ (200 pages, 700 engravings, de- 
voted to vegetables and flowers), we will send free 
to everyone mentioning this magazine and sending 
10 Cents in stamps the catalogue and our none a 
cent Henderson collection of flower and garden s. 
Also the pamphlet ‘‘ ‘The Use of the Feet in Seed Sow- 
ing,” which the late Peter Henderson considered the 
most valuable article he ever wrote. 
Peter Henderson & Co., New Yorn cir¥ 





0”- 7” INTEREST 


Guaranteed by us and secured by first deeds of 
trust on prime income bearing real estate. 

If you are interested write us for free infor- 
mation. 
THE GREENE COUNTY ABSTRACT 
AND LOAN CO., Springfield, Missouri 














Fated 0 of ts now on the 
waiting for the l- 
= for a. man. 

4 4 

That's it. There’s a big call for the 


trained man—the man who can handle 
the big things—the man who is an expert. 
You can easily receive the training that 
will put you in the class of well-paid men. 
You can’t in to understand how 
quickly the little coupon below will bri 
you stccess. gy it has helpec 
thousands of men to better-paying posi- 
tions. and more congenial work. The 
International Correspondence Schools 
have a way to help you. The business 
of this place is to raise salaries. NOW 
is the time to mark the coupon, 
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$ International Correspondence Schools 
° Box 957, Scranton, Pa. 











: Please explain, without further obligation to me, 
e how I can qualify for a larger salary in a posi- 
@ tion as. 

* 

@ Name 

e 

* St. & No 

4 City. State. 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 











